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THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. JOHN IN THE WILDERNESS 
 

(Established 1836) 
Flat Rock, North Carolina   

MISSION STATEMENT 

To know and love God as He is revealed to us in Jesus Christ, to bring others to 
His saving love, and to serve the world in His name. 



 
Welcome and Reminders 

We welcome you warmly and invite you to share in our songs, prayers, and 

eucharistic feast. All are invited to come forward to receive Communion or a special 

blessing at that time. If you are already baptized, you may receive the Sacrament of 

Christ’s body, including infants and children. If you have not been baptized, then 

we still invite you to come forward for a moment of prayer and blessing, and we 

would be glad to speak with you about being baptized.  

 

If you do not have a church family at this time, we invite you to join in this 

fellowship of faith as we share life together as the Body of Christ. While we are 

broken and incomplete in many ways, we find God making us whole through this 

parish community. Talk to an usher or clergyperson about joining St. John in the 

Wilderness, or fill out a card in your pew. It is wonderful to be with you today! 

COVID-19 Safety Reminders 

Because of COVID-19 public health concerns, we have a few safety reminders for 
you. 

● Throughout the service, please make every effort to maintain three feet of 

physical distancing whenever possible. 

● Please wear your mask during the service. Make sure your nose is covered 

also. You may lift up your mask at the altar rail to consume Communion. 

● You are invited to sing at this service behind your mask. 

● You will find hand-sanitizer in the pews and with the ushers. Please use it 

before receiving Communion. 

● If you find out that you have COVID-19 and that you might have brought it 
to this service, please call the Church Office and ask for the Rector.  



Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
8:45 and 11:00 a.m. 

Prelude: Introduction, Chorale and Variations on "Holy, Holy, Holy"          Piet Post 

Welcome and Announcements 

Entrance Hymn: No. 362  Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty! Nicaea 

 

 

 



 

Acclamation and Response 
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may  
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Gloria Hymnal S-280 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

The Celebrant says to the people 

 The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Collect of the Day 
Almighty and everlasting God, you have given to us your servants grace, by the 
confession of a true faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the 
power of your divine Majesty to worship the Unity: Keep us steadfast in this faith and 
worship, and bring us at last to see you in your one and eternal glory, O Father; who with 
the Son and the Holy Spirit live and reign, one God, for ever and ever. 
People Amen. 

First Lesson: Isaiah 6:1-8 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and 
the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six 
wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with 
two they flew. And one called to another and said: 
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory.” 



The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled 
with smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live 
among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” 
Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar 
with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has 
touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” Then I heard the 
voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here 
am I; send me!” 

The word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 29  Simplified Anglican Chant 

 
1 Ascribe to the Lord, you GODS, 
 ascribe to the Lord glory and STRENGTH. 
 

2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his NAME; 
 worship the Lord in the beauty of HOLINESS. 
 

3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory THUNDERS; 
 the Lord is upon the mighty WATERS. 
 

4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful VOICE; 
 the voice of the Lord is a voice of SPLENDOR. 
 

5 The voice of the Lord breaks the CEDAR TREES; 
 the Lord breaks the cedars of LEBANON; 
 

6 He makes Lebanon skip like a CALF, 
 and Mount Hermon like a young wild OX. 
 

7 The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; the voice of the Lord shakes the 
WILDERNESS; 

 the Lord shakes the wilderness of KADESH. 
 

8 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees WRITHE 
 and strips the forests BARE. 
 

9 And in the temple of the LORD 
 all are crying, "GLORY!" 



 

10 The Lord sits enthroned above the FLOOD; 
 the Lord sits enthroned as King for everMORE. 
 

11 The Lord shall give strength to his PEOPLE; 
 the Lord shall give his people the blessing of PEACE. 

Second Lesson: Romans 8:12-17 
So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh-- for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to 
death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are 
children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you 
have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, "Abba! Father!" it is that very Spirit 
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, 
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ-- if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may 
also be glorified with him. 

The word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Hymn: No. 423 Immortal, invisible, God only wise St. Denio 

 

 



 

 

Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

The Gospel: John 3:1-17 
There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night 
and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no 
one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, 
“Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 
above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can 
one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very 
truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and 
Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be 
astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it 
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or 
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, 
“How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you 
do not understand these things? 



“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet 
you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not 
believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into 
heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever 
believes in him may have eternal life. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him. 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 

  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon The Rev. Canon Richard Rowe 

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was  
  made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will  
  have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 



 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
Christ, the stone which the builders rejected, God has made the corner-stone of a new 
resurrection community. In that name by which we are founded, let us draw near in 
confidence and pray saying, “Lord, have mercy.” 

The risen Christ opened the minds of the disciples to understand the scriptures. May the 
church find in the scriptures healing, mission, and good news for all.  
For this let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord have mercy. 

Christ showed wounded hands and feet to his unbelieving apostles. May we see the risen 
one in all the wounded of our world.  
For this let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord have mercy. 

Christ our cornerstone intercedes for us before God. Let us and all in authority heed 
God's call for justice in the church, in our community, and in the nation.  
For this let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord have mercy. 

We are saved by God who is light, in whom there is no darkness at all.  
Let us beg for God's light in those places which seem darkest.  
Let us ask that God enlighten all who inflict darkness on others.  
Let us seek for God to illuminate those who are victims of evil.  
For this let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord have mercy. 

In the power of Christ's name we are healed. Let us recall all who need healing, especially 
Vanessa, Joanne, Tom, Malcolm, Eleanor, John, Richard, Paula, Shelby, Andre, Miriam, Sally, 
Nancy and Dave, Kristi, Carolyn and those who serve in vocations of healing.  
For them let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord have mercy. 

In Easter, Christ overcame death and the grave. We remember all those who have died, 
that they might know the fullness of resurrection joy. 
For the departed let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord have mercy. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

  



Confession of Sin 

The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 

All stand.  The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

The Offertory 

The ushers pass the offering plates and present the gifts of the congregation at the Lord’s table 

Offertory Music: 8:45 Improvisation on "Picardy"          Donna Nagey Robertson 
  11:00 Holy God, We Praise Thy Name Larry Shackley 

  



Holy God, We Praise Your Name 
based on the Te Deum 

translated by Clarence A. Walworth 
 

Holy God, we praise Your name, Lord of all, we bow before You; 
all on earth Your scepter claim, all in heaven above adore You: 

infinite Your vast domain, everlasting is Your reign. 
 

Hark!  the glad celestial hymn angel choirs above are raising; 
cherubim and seraphim in unceasing chorus praising, 

fill the heavens with sweet accord:  holy, holy, holy Lord. 
 

Holy Father, Holy Son, Holy Spirit, Three we name You; 
though in essence only One, undivided God we claim You,  
and we bow the knee before God who reigns forevermore. 

Offertory Response: Praise God from whom all blessings flow Old 100th 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Eucharistic Prayer A 

The people remain standing.  The Celebrant faces them and says 

 The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People 

Sanctus  Hymnal S-125 

 



 

 

 

 

The people stand or kneel. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, 
a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at 
the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to 
be consecrated. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 



Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and 
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever. AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

A period of silence is kept. 

The Celebrant continues 

 Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

 The Gifts of God for the People of God. 



The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people. 

Communion Hymn: No. 324  Let all mortal flesh keep silence Picardy 

 

 

 

 

 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 



Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 

Dismissal Hymn: No. 569 God the Omnipotent!  King, who ordainest            Russia 

 

 

 



 

The Deacon, or the Celebrant, may dismiss the people with these words 

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Postlude: Finale on "Holy, Holy, Holy" Piet Post 
 

  



 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

The Prayers of the People is that part of our liturgy which offers particular intercessions 
and thanksgivings to God.  Worshippers, wherever they are in the church, are 
encouraged to offer aloud or silently their own such prayers during the appropriate 
part of the Prayers of the People.  As we pray, please remember those who are ill or 
with other needs: Vanessa Wittman, Joanne Adams, Tom Joiner, Malcolm McCormick, 
Eleanor Flowers, John Barker, Richard, Paula Maddon, Shelby White, Andre, Miriam 
Kussrow, Sally Books, Nancy and Dave, Kristi, and Carolyn Heaton.  

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of all 
military personnel who died in the service of our country. 

TO OUR VISITORS: We welcome you with all our hearts! You are also invited to come 
forward at the time of Communion to receive a blessing or the Sacrament. All baptized 
Christians are encouraged to receive Communion, including infants and children. If you 
are not baptized, please come forward and kneel at the altar while crossing your arms 
over your chest to receive a special blessing, and we invite you to talk to the priest at any 
time about entering discernment for being baptized. Won’t you join with Christ and his 
Church on this journey of faith? 

If you do not have a church home at this time, then we hope you will make St. John in the 
Wilderness your church family. We find that through sharing life together as the Body of 
Christ, we are made whole and renewed daily. Talk to an usher or member of the clergy 
about joining this parish, or you are welcome to fill out a card in your pew. We welcome 
you! 

WE GIVE THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING FOR THEIR MINISTRY TO OUR CHURCH 

 May 30, 2021 June 6, 2021 
           8:45             11:00              8:45        11:00 

Lay Readers Ann Stringfield Candace Lewis Judy Petersen Eliz. Christenbury 
Ushers Clint Adams John Hayes Jim Spry Bettie Orr 
 John Knapp Bettie Orr Clint Adams John Hayes 
Cart Driver Joe Giltner Jerry Beschta Tommy Newell Scott Bell 
Altar Guild Gibson Sims, Beth Melton, Cathryn Michael & Sandra Jeffery, Traci  
 Harrell  Tindal, Candace Lewis, Kathy  
   Newbold, Marti Smith, Sally Hopper  
Opening Gatekeeper Albert Gooch Dick Zecher 
Closing Gatekeeper Gibson Sims Elizabeth Christenbury 
Flower Guild Patrice German Bay Chamberlain 

  



  



 

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. JOHN IN THE WILDERNESS 
PO Box 185, 1905 Greenville Highway, Flat Rock, NC 28731 828-693-9783 

Website:  www.stjohnflatrock.org  
Worship Services  8:45 & 11:00am 

Children’s Sunday School: 10:00am (during school year only)/Adult Sunday School: 10:00am 
Holy Eucharist & Healing Service – Wednesdays 10:30am in the Parish Hall  Office Hours- 8:30am-3:30pm M-F 

In case of pastoral emergencies:  
Please call the Church Office and ask for the Rector. After hours, call the Church Office and press 3. 

 

The Rt. Rev. José McLoughlin, Bishop 

The Rev. Josh Stephens, Rector: rector@stjohnflatrock.org 
The Rev. Deacon Sandy Rex, Deacon: cwrexiii@rmimidwest.com 
Dewitt Tipton, Organist/Director of Music: dewitt.tipton@furman.edu  
Leslie Stott, Parish Office Administrator: officeadmin@stjohnflatrock.org 
Stacy Knapp, Parish Financial Assistant: finance@stjohnflatrock.org 
Kevin Hunt, Sexton: sexton@stjohnflatrock.org 

  
 
 
 
 

VESTRY MEMBERS 
Senior Warden:  Jennifer Shelton 

Junior Warden: Jerry Tanner 
 

2021 
Jerry Tanner 

Cynthia Easterling 
Janet Johnson 
Shelley Schiro 

 
2022 

Terry Enslen 
Marie Hyder 
Gibson Sims 
Dick Zecher 

 
2023 

John Barker 
Elizabeth Christenbury 

Jennifer Shelton 
Lynn Wiescholek 

 
PARISH OFFICERS 

Margaret Barker, Clerk of the Vestry 
Tom Griswold, Treasurer 

     

STANDING COMMITTEES  
Buildings and Grounds Committee: Robin Howe 
By Laws, Canons & Insurance: Jim Olson 
Christian Formation: Mary Anne Inglis 
Communications & Publicity: Joey Popp 
Finance: Jodi Sundeen 
Historic Churchyard Committee: Ken Jones 
New Member Ministry: Brenda Hillyer, Judy Petersen 
Outreach:  
Personnel: Margaret Barker 
Stewardship: David Christenbury 

 
OTHER COMMITTEES AND MINISTRIES 

Acolytes: Lynn Savage 
Altar Guild: Marti Smith 
Chefs of St. John: Jim Vint 
Churchyard Trustees:  Pete Petersen 
Docents: Albert Gooch 
Endowment Trustees: Tom Griswold 
Episcopal Church Women (ECW): Kathy Newbold 
Eucharistic Visitors: Dick Zecher 
Flower Guild: Bay Chamberlain 
Flower Memorials: Gaston Motes 
Funeral Reception Ministry: Brenda Hillyer 
Garden Guild: Jerry & Jan Tanner 
Gatekeepers: Dick Zecher 
Greeters:  Betsy Tibbs 
Heritage, Archives & Gift Committee: John Barker 
Lay Readers: Susan MacDonald 
Meal Ministry:  
Needle Work Ministry: Judy Petersen 
Newsletter Editor: Leslie Stott 
Ushers: Clint Adams, Bettie Orr 
Wedding Coordinator: Elaine Howe 


