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Lenten Reflections: A Daily Journey Through 
Lent by Betsy Tibbs 

Lent is just around the corner. I always 
have mixed feelings about Lent. I 
usually try to “give up” something for 
Lent, and I usually don’t succeed, which 
then makes me feel guilty for my lack of 
willpower. On the other hand, I look 
forward to the penitential season 
because it gives me the opportunity to 
focus on Jesus and his path toward 
Easter.  

Jesus knew where his path would lead him, but he continued resolutely on 
toward the inevitable. It must have been a monumental challenge for him. 
And I can’t even give up computer games for a few weeks! 

This year we are trying something new to help us through Lent and to get us 
to Easter. We are putting together a booklet of Lenten Reflections. We are 
using the daily lectionary as a guide and have asked 40-plus members 
(including Father Josh and Deacon Sandy) to give us their thoughts on what 
the readings mean to them. Each participant has been assigned one day 
during Lent, and each has been asked to use the readings for that day to 
guide their reflections. Those reflections will then be put into a booklet and 
made available for your use during Lent. Parishioners both young and old 
have been asked to participate. 

You may use these Lenten Reflections as a guide for your Lenten journey, 
with one reflection for each day of Lent. It can supplement what you may 
already be doing in terms of daily devotionals, or it can be used alone. After 
Easter we may be asking your thoughts on this new effort and suggestions 
for future Lenten seasons.  

I do hope your Lent is a thoughtful and prayerful one that focuses on Jesus 
and his journey and that we can be ready for a joyful and thankful Easter! 

Betsy Tibbs 

Lenten Reflection booklets are available in the Parish Office, in the Church, 
and online at www.stjohnflatrock.org/christian-ed. 
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What’s Happening at St. John 

Congratulations to the Episcopal Church Women who earned more than $1,200 from 
book, CD, and DVD sales at Books for Good (BFG) during the quarter ending December 31, 
2020. This is almost double what they made in the previous quarter. Please keep bringing 
those items to the BFG box located in the Parish Office foyer, or take them directly to the 
bookstore located at 50 Heritage Park Drive in Fletcher.  Contact Bettie Orr at (828) 808-
9820 or bettieworr@gmail.com if you have any questions about what is acceptable. Also, go 
to Fletcher and buy some books! 

The Communications Committee welcomes any parishioners who would like to join us 
in the new year. The goal of the Communications and Publicity Committee is spreading the 
word about St John in the Wilderness. We generate news releases and send out and post 
information to the community and beyond. The communications will be targeted to area 
print and broadcast media (including greater Asheville) and social media. We have started 
Twitter, Instagram, and YouTube accounts in addition to updating the existing Facebook 
page. We hope to reach all audiences to inform and promote growth.  

The Younger Voice 

Happy Season of Epiphany! As Bishop Jose has asked us to meet virtually for a time for 
worship, the youth is picking back up our virtual times together on Wednesday evenings 
from 7 to 8 p.m.   We are enjoying checking in with each other and exploring how our life of 
faith is informed by this Season of Epiphany that is marked at its beginning by remembering 
the three wise men who found Christ by the light of the star.  Just as these three wise men 
followed the star, we are also to follow the light that Jesus has placed in us. As Jesus says in 
The Parable of the Lamp in Mark 4:21: 

“Then Jesus asked them, ‘Would anyone light a lamp and then put it under a basket or under 
a bed? Of course not! A lamp is placed on a stand, where its light will shine.’” (New Living 
Translation) 

We look forward to our times together online and hope to also be able to gather on Sunday, 
February 21, at 5 p.m. for a bonfire.  Details will follow as we get closer to that date.   

We will also be taking part in a fun Lenten activity starting Wednesday, February 17, called 
Lenten Madness sponsored by folks at The Forward Movement.  This can be done online or 
in person and is a fun way to get to know more about the saints of our faith.  

Looking forward to seeing any and all youth for these opportunities. 

Mary Anne and Susan  
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February Flower Memorials 

February 7: 
In loving memory of Duane and Peggy McKibbin 

By: Bill McKibbin 

February 14: 
 In loving memory of Roderick Bryan Smith 
  By: His wife, Martha 
 AND 
 In loving memory of Arthur L. Behrens 
  By: Dina Larsen 
 
No flowers during Lent 
 

1 Allet Rodriguez 

2 John Bell, Jr. 

2 William McCleery 

2 Michael Byrd 

2 Lane Melton 

3 Philip Brown 

5 Bob Sundeen 

6 Richard Wright 

7 Chuck King 

7 William Johnson 

8 Thomas Aschenbrener 

8 Ty Hornsby 

9 Lydia Minturn 

9 Traci Tindal 

12 James Petillo 

13 Jim Spry 

14 Emilee Cantieri 

16 Bruce Woodard 

16 Alexander Hagerty 

16 Mary Wyatt 

16 Matthew Dees 

16 Anneliese Guth 

17 Alex Viola 

17 Sandy Jones 

17 Laura Shelton 

20 Bay Chamberlain 

20 John McElwee 

21 Sandy Gulbrandsen 

23 Mackenzie Savage 

24 Robi Hodge 

26 Kim Delk 

26 Adam Sherrill 
27 Susan Rex 

28 Karen Conley 

28 Kelly Kanipe 

 

 February Birthdays 

Parish Register 
 

Transfers Out 
Chip Pryde 

Karen Pryde 
John Almert 

Death 
Sibyl Lange 
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Thank you to Carol Rector and Greg Newbold 

The first order of ministry is the laity. If you are at risk of forgetting that then the recent servant-lead-
ership of Carol Rector and Greg Newbold will likely be a good reminder.  

Greg Newbold rotated off the Vestry after three years of joyful service. He 
brought perspective, humor, and elbow grease to the church during years 
of transition and we are thankful. Greg served as Junior Warden during his 
time, and he also put in many hours on the Search Committee for a new 
rector. I presented Greg with a copy of Rowan Williams’s Faith in the 
Public Square as an expression of gratitude from me and St. John in the 
Wilderness. Join me in thanking him for his faithful service. 

Carol Rector rotated off the Vestry after serving as Senior Warden for 
three years during a most unusual and challenging time for St. John in the 
Wilderness. She served as Senior Warden to three rectors because of the 
season of transition during which she gave her time and talent. Carol’s 
ministry also included the completion of our new Parish Hall. She has an 
ability to calmly handle all kinds of problems that require careful 
leadership. She also got to know the numbers and details which undergird 
much of our administrative ministry at St. John. Her ability to remember 
people, financial info, and conversations has been a real asset. In her last 
year of service, Carol oversaw the Vestry calling a new rector. I will never 
forget the warmth of her welcome even before I received the call. I also will 
always remember the phone call that came from her saying the Vestry 
would like me to serve at St. John in the Wilderness. You can imagine how 
much I leaned on her in my first year at a new parish -- a year that included 
ten months of a pandemic. Last time I checked, she is still willing to take 
my calls now. I presented Carol with a personal-size, leather Book of 
Common Prayer with her name imprinted on it to say thank you to her. 
Carol, I thank you for your service to God through St. John in the 
Wilderness. When the Lord asked, “Whom shall I send?”, you responded, 
“Send me.” 

 -- Fr. Josh Stephens+ 

Pastoral Care Update 

Fr. Josh reconvened the Pastoral Care Committee by asking a few parishioners to meet to help 
develop a plan to minister to church members who are going through a challenging time or at risk of 
being isolated and alone. Our goal is to connect these isolated parishioners with one other church 
member, a Pastoral Care Minister (PCM), who will check in on them regularly (monthly) to see how 
things are going and to let them know that their church has not forgotten them. The PCM can then 
report back to a team leader who will keep the Rector informed and let him know of any issues that 
require his immediate attention.  

Over Christmas time, our Pastoral Care Committee divided the entire list up to call and check-in with 
parishioners who may need this extra support. The Committee then delivered a little care package to 
each person that included a St. John in the Wilderness calendar from Sandy Hunter Jones and a 
poinsettia. Next, the Committee is working on ways to bring Ash Wednesday to these parishioners 
since they won’t be able to come to church. 

Would you be willing to be a companion to someone as they get older or go through a 
hard time? Email or call Leslie at the Church Office if you would like to learn more about sharing in 
the church’s pastoral care ministry. After all, though we are many, we are one Body, because we all 
share in one bread, one cup. 
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Holy Hike – Green River Cove Trail 
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Remember the Days of Old 

The following excerpt was written by Missy Schenck and was featured in the January 13, 2021, 
edition of the Charleston Mercury newspaper. You may find more of Missy’s writing at 
charlestonmercury.com 

African-American History in Henderson County, Part One 

The Kingdom of the Happy Land 

Several years ago I mentioned to my dear friend, John “Chip” Laurens of Charleston and Flat Rock, 
that I was writing a book on the summer camps of the Green River Valley. He immediately responded 
to my comment with “Miss, you’ve got to include the first camp that ever existed in the Green River 
area — the Kingdom of the Happy Land.” Having no knowledge of the kingdom, I was intrigued. The 
mystery of it all instantly appealed to the history detective in me, and I was eager to investigate this 
anonymity.  

Immediately I discovered that very few resources or records existed for the Happy Land. Sadie 
Smathers Patton’s 1957 monograph, The Kingdom of the Happy Land, is the first known written 
account of the kingdom. By talking to the descendants of those who had staked a claim at the Happy 
Land, Patton, a Henderson County writer and historian, recounted their history in her 18-page 
pamphlet including a map and photographs. Another excellent resource is A Brief History of the 
Black Presence in Henderson County, published in 1996 by the county’s Black Resource Committee 
with Gary Franklin Greene. Henderson County writers Terry Ruscin and Frank FitzSimons touch on 
the Happy Land in their books, and a variety of articles and research projects all contribute to the 
chronicles of this legendary enclave and major facet of African-American history of Henderson 
County. 

Patton’s hand-drawn map of the Green River Valley 
shows where the Happy Land was situated. The 
location was on familiar stomping grounds, and 
curiosity got the best of me. I enlisted my husband 
as my driver, and we set out to find the Happy 
Land. Right off we headed up Bell Mountain Road 
near Lake Summit and the Greenville Watershed. 
Friends of ours live up there, so I contacted them 
for clues in our search. Although we were not able 
to set foot on the private land, I discovered several 
families on the mountain with a generational 
history covering more than 100 years. Ninety-
three-year-old Helen Ingle, who works for the 
Henderson County Genealogical and Historical 
Society and lives next door to the Happy Land, is a 
walking encyclopedia. Within minutes of our  

conversation, I realized this story was more than one column. This first part will cover the history 
from around 1865 through the early 1900s. 

The Promised Land 

The Kingdom of the Happy Land was not a summer camp but a roving band of freed slaves from 
Mississippi who earnestly set out to establish a cooperative kingdom based on the philosophy of “one 
for all, and all for one,” a theme often found in summer camp settings. According to A Brief History of 
the Black Presence in Henderson County, “It is a story, not unlike the biblical one of Moses and a 
band of wandering people who left the intolerably harsh conditions of slavery to begin a new life.  

 (Cont. on page 5) 

Image from The Kingdom of the Happy Land 
by Sadie Smathers Patton 

https://www.charlestonmercury.com
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Remember the Days of Old (Cont. from page 6) 

Their dream was rooted in an ancestral tribal memory and sustained by the hope for a Promised 
Land.” 

The story begins at the end of the War Between the States when the South was in shambles and 
the Emancipation Proclamation had freed slaves. According to historical accounts, a slave 
named William lived on a plantation in Mississippi. His father was a white man and provided his 
son with many advantages, including an education. With a quick mind and profound intellect, 
William became a leader at a young age. When freedom came, he adopted his father’s family 
name, Montgomery, and gathered his freed brethren to take part in his dream of a communal 
village in a land to the east. It was located in a mountain wilderness encircled by a river. William 
Montgomery told his people that their promised land lay in those mountains. 

As the original group of about 50 former slaves traveled northward through Alabama, Georgia 
and South Carolina, news of their crusade spread, and their numbers grew to about 200 people. 
Upon reaching S.C., the entourage met with freed slaves who spoke of families from the 
“Lowcountry” who made annual pilgrimages to the high country where miles of uninhabited 
mountain wilderness existed. Led by a dream, the caravan of former slaves set out on the 
Buncombe Turnpike for North Carolina — the possible end to their questing pilgrimage. 

Oakland and the Davis family  

John Davis (1780-1859) was born in Virginia to parents who had 
emigrated from Wales to America. He served in the U.S. Army in 
the War of 1812 under General Andrew Jackson. Following the war, 
Davis, known by his friends as “Colonel,” established a trading post 
in the village of Merrittsville, at the foot of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains near Greenville, S.C. Here he met his wife, Serepta 
Merritt Davis, (1802-1889) whose lineage the village of 
Merrittsville took as its name. Soon after marrying Serepta, Davis 
brought his wife up the mountain and bought a boundary of land in 
Flat Rock where he built an inn, gristmill, and lumberyard along 
the Buncombe Turnpike, the main road into the mountains. Before 
long, it became a well-known stopping place for stagecoaches 
operating between North and South Carolina. By 1830 many 
families from the Lowcountry of S.C. began to build summerhouses 
in Flat Rock, and Col. Davis sold his land to Charlestonian Judge 
Mitchel King for his family home, Argyle.  

Davis then went a few miles south of Flat Rock and bought more 
 than 1,000 acres along the Buncombe Turnpike in North and South Carolina and by the Green 
River. He and his wife built a large plantation inn, Oakland, in a grove of oak trees a short way 
off the public road and above the “winding stairs,” a steep and sinuous slope on the S.C./N.C. 
line. The family opened the inn to the traveling public, and it served as a stagecoach stop. But 
John Davis died in 1859 just prior to the War Between the States, and the slaves left after 
emancipation. Oakland fell into a neglected state with thousands of acres of farmland idle and 
unplowed. The aging Miss Serepta, now virtually penniless, was struggling to survive.  

"Remember the Days of Old" is a column about the history that has shaped St. John in the 
Wilderness. The title comes from Deuteronomy 32:7, “Remember the days of old, consider the 
years long past; ask your father, and he will inform you; your elders, and they will tell you." 

Image from The 
Kingdom of the Happy 
Land by Sadie Smathers 
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Lenten Series with My Neighbor’s Voice  

Once again, My Neighbor’s Voice is happy to be a part of the 
observance of St. John in the Wilderness Lenten season. The goal 
of My Neighbor’s Voice is to build community through listening to 
each other as we answer community questions in a moderated 
format. Our questions are written to elicit story around the topics 
we address, a wonderful way to strengthen our beloved 
community. To learn more, please read this recent article featured 
in the recent WNC Diocese Weekly Newsletter about our efforts.  

We will meet each Monday from February 22 to March 22 from 7 to 8 p.m. by Zoom. Each 
evening we will have a listening practice around one of our five categories: Community 
Interests, Our Society, Civic Rights and Responsibilities, Environment and Health, and 
Political Thought. To sign up go to stjohnflatrock.org/christian-ed and click on the link to the 
Google form that lists all of My Neighbor’s Voice upcoming events. You will find the St. John 
in the Wilderness Lenten series listed in this grouping. Once you sign up, we will make sure 
you get a link to our Zoom account along with some links to resources that are optional for 
you to look over before each session. We will send out a reminder email the day of the forums 
as well. The deadline for sign-up is Monday, February 15. 

If you have any trouble signing up, please contact the Church Office at (828) 693-9783 or 
officeadmin@stjohnflatrock.org, and Leslie will put you in touch with me. I will be glad to fill 
out the form for you.  

I am looking forward to joining you in this practice of listening as we walk through this 
Lenten season together.  

Mary Anne Inglis 

Journey Through Lent at St. John in the Wilderness 

The season of Lent is nearly upon us. What will you make of it this year? How will God guide 
us to repentance and renewal as we prepare for our Holy Week celebrations. We hope you will 
journey with us and drink deeply from our Lenten offerings this year. Lent is a time to simplify 
our lives by adding in spiritual disciplines or removing luxuries or distractions. Here are a few 
things to sign-up for or to be aware of in the coming weeks. 

● Lenten Reflections Booklet - Take time each day to read a reflection written by a 
member of the St. John’s community. Pause, read the Scriptures, pray, and reflect with 
us. The booklet will be available online or by hard-copy. Watch your email for info. 

● My Neighbor’s Voice - How we have a conversation is just as important as the 
conclusions we reach. In a time when we are losing the ability to hear each other, join 
us for sacred time dedicated to listening deeply to one another through this program 
developed by our own Mary Anne Inglis. See the article above to sign up for these 
Monday night Zoom sessions. 

● Lent Madness - You have heard of the NCAA’s March Madness, right? Well Lent 
Madness is even better! It’s a blessed bracket of Saints! Learn about the Saints and vote 
for a winner each day to find out who will receive their (second) crown of glory. Sign-up 
at lentmadness.org!  

Stay tuned for info about liturgical offerings this Lent and Holy Week, including The 
Gethsemane Watch: A Maundy Thursday Vigil, Good Friday’s Stations of the Cross, and more.  

https://www.diocesewnc.org/post/my-neighbors-voice
https://www.stjohnflatrock.org/christian-ed
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Visit us on the Web at 

www.stjohnflatrock.org 

 

St. John Calendars and Note Cards 

We are most fortunate to be able to offer unique notecards and a 
2021 calendar with beautiful photographs of our church and grounds 
at St. John in the Wilderness. These lovely calendars and cards were 
created by Sandy Hunter Jones and donated by her to the church. 
You may purchase them at the Church Office on Thursdays from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. The calendars are $15 each, and the cards are $15 for a 
bundle of six. All proceeds go to St. John. 



  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday 
8:45 am Rite Two Eucharist (live streamed) 
 
Monday through Thursday 
9:00 am Online Morning Prayer (live streamed) 
 
Wednesday 
4:30 pm Evening Prayer (maximum attendance of 10) 
 In the Wilderness Room. Bring your mask and 

Book of Common Prayer.  
 

Our Mission Statement 
To know and love God as He is revealed to us 

in Jesus Christ, to bring others to His saving 

love, and to serve the world in His name. 

 

More Beauty from the Holy Hike on Green River Cove 
Trail 


