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1 John 4:7-21

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of
God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God's
love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we
might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent
his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we
also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives
in us, and his love is perfected in us.

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.
And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world.
God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we
have known and believe the love that God has for us.

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has
been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment,
because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out
fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in
love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, "I love God," and hate their
brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have
seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from him is
this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.

God is Love

God is love. That is a simple concept. We get that right here from 1 John today. Who is God?
God is love. What is God all about? God is love. How does God work in the world? God is love.
That is Good News! Now we just all need to love one another!

At first look at our epistle this morning, we could walk away with this message that God is love
and we need to love one another and -- you know what? -- it would not take five minutes for us
to make that into some sentimental, trivial, cute sort of love or to forget about it all together once
it costs us some money or a piece of our ego.
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What is love? It’s a beautiful sunset. What is love? It’s a puppy and kitten playing together. What
is love? It’s finding someone who makes your heart race. What is love? It’s a Jewish rabbi from
Nazareth who refused to take up arms while leading a rebellion the likes of which the world has
never seen before -- his body flogged, his blood everywhere, in complete humiliation -- Jesus
Christ nailed to the cross at a particular moment in history for you. That’s what love is!

When we say God is love, we are not talking about rainbows and butterflies. This isn’t “Love
Songs with Delilah.” 1 John speaks to this: How do we know what God’s love is really like?
Good question! “God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.” It’s not that we loved God but that God loved us
first and came to us sacrificially to heal the estrangement that our sins had forged between us and
the One who is love itself.

This is all on God. The point of this message is not that you walk away thinking, “We just need
to love people,” or “Let’s all just try a little harder to love one another.” No, this is more about us
learning that we don’t have to fear anymore because God is love and love has acted definitively
in the world by Christ dying for us. There is no fear in love. Perfect love casts out fear.

Then 1 John continues -- and this is where it hits the streets, this is where it becomes real -- it
continues by saying there is sort of a test as to whether you are abiding in God’s love. Our
Epistle says, “Don’t say, ‘I love God,’ and hate your brother or sister.” Meaning, that if there is
hate in our lives then we do not truly love God yet. But the trick is not to try harder to love those
whom we dislike or hate or fear. Again, the message is not that we are just supposed to magically
love people. There is no foundation there to build on. There is nothing of substance in that kind
of love, just some naive optimism that we’ll be inspired for five minutes to not get angry at all
the people we are angry at the rest of the time.

No, when you come across hate and anger in your heart directed at your conservative or liberal
brother or sister, directed at your family member who has hurt you so, directed at some group
you feel is moving in on your way of life, our Scripture says to return to the incredible sacrifice
of Jesus of Nazareth dying uniquely for you. Or hear it this way, the people whom we think are
the problem are not the problem because the hate exists within us. Jesus died for me because my
heart is filled with anger and fear and hate. We are diseased with hate and the Good Physician
doesn’t just prescribe us some magic pill or tell us we need a life-style change. The Physician
gives his life in love for us -- for the haters. He loves us back to health again. We stop hating the
moment we realize we are loved.

God is love. We know this not because we loved God first but because God loved us and gave
his Son for us in sacrificial love. With such a love in us, we cannot hate ourselves, we cannot
hate each other any longer, we can only but abide in God’s love.
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