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THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. JOHN IN THE WILDERNESS 
 

(Established 1836) 
Flat Rock, North Carolina   

MISSION STATEMENT 

To know and love God as He is revealed to us in Jesus Christ, to bring others to 
His saving love, and to serve the world in His name. 



 
Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

8:45 a.m. 
 

Prelude: French Suite in G major, BWV 816  J. S. Bach 
   Allemande 
   Courante 

Entrance Hymn: Hail to the Lord’s Anointed  Es flog ein kleins Waldvogelein  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Gloria Hymnal S-280 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

The Celebrant says to the people 
 The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Collect of the Day 
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your 
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into 
his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and 
Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory 
everlasting. Amen. 

The First Lesson: Genesis 1:1-5 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless 
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the 
face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw 
that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the 
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day. 



The word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 29 
1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, * 
 ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
 

2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; * 
 worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
 

3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; * 
 the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 
 

4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; * 
 the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. 
 

5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; * 
 the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
 

6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 
 and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
 

7 The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; the voice of the Lord shakes the 
wilderness; * 

 the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
 

8 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe * 
 and strips the forests bare. 
 

9 And in the temple of the Lord * 
 all are crying, "Glory!" 
 

10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; * 
 the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore. 
 

11 The Lord shall give strength to his people; * 
 the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. 

The Second Reading: Acts 19:1-7 
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to 
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy 
Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there 
is a Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, 
“Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling 
the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing 
this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on 
them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied— 
altogether there were about twelve of them. 



The word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

The Gospel: Mark 1:4-11 
 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people 
of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around 
his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong 
of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit.” 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart 
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my 
Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

After the Gospel, the Deacon says 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon Fr. Josh Stephens 

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation  
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 



  and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again  
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 
God has called us out of darkness into the glorious light of the Son. Let us therefore pray 
for those who do not yet know the light and for all those in need of our prayers, saying: 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

For the church and its ministry to the world: for José, our bishop, Josh, our rector, Sandy, 
our deacon, for all lay and ordained ministers throughout your church, for missionaries 
and those who bring the gospel of Jesus Christ to the nations… 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

For the nations of the world and their leaders, for all those in influence, especially 
Donald, our president, Roy, our Governor, for congress, the courts, for state and local 
officials, and for an end to war and oppression… 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

For those who have not heard the good news of salvation, for those who have heard but 
have not believed, and for those who have forgotten their faith… 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

For the lonely and destitute, for the victims of injustice and discrimination, for the 
unloved and the forgotten… 

  



Let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

For the sick in body, mind, and spirit, especially for those suffering from the Coronavirus 
and those who care for them, for the hungry and the homeless, for the dying and the 
bereaved, and for those who need our prayers, especially Vanessa, Joanne, Pete, Cecilia, 
Lori, Anita, Lana, and Elaine. Are there others? 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

For the fellowship of the saints: for the saints on earth whose work continues and for 
those who have died in Christ and are now at rest… 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in  
eternal life. Amen. 

  



The Exchange of Peace 

All stand.  The Celebrant says to the people 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Offertory Hymn: Christ, when for us you were baptized Caithness 

 

 

The Great Thanksgiving    Eucharistic Prayer B 

The people remain standing.  The Celebrant faces them and says 

 The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 



Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus  Hymnal S-125 

 

 

 

 

 

The people stand or kneel. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days 
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at 
the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to 
be consecrated. 



On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your 
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us 
to that heavenly country where, with [                          and] all your saints, we may enter 
the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 

ever.  Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

A period of silence is kept. 



The Celebrant continues 

 Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free wafers are available on request. If you 
need Communion brought to you, please let an usher know. 

The Communion of the Faithful 

Communion Hymn: The sinless one to Jordan came Solemnis haec festivitas 

 

 

 

 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

  



Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 

May God, who sent the Holy Spirit to rest upon the Only-begotten at his baptism in the 
Jordan River, pour out that Spirit on you who have come to the waters of new birth; and 
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and 
remain with you always. Amen. 

Dismissal Hymn: O love, how deep, how broad, how high Deus tuorum militum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal 

Postlude: O Worship the King  Charles Callahan 

  



 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

The Prayers of the People is that part of our liturgy which offers particular intercessions 
and thanksgivings to God.  Worshippers, wherever they are in the church, are 
encouraged to offer aloud or silently their own such prayers during the appropriate 
part of the Prayers of the People.  As we pray, please remember those who are ill or 
with other needs: Vanessa Wittman, Joanne Adams, Pete Petersen, Cecilia, Lori 
Griswold, Anita Reid, Lana, and Elaine. 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given in loving memory of Sara Henderson McCandless and 
Edward McCandless by their sons, Richard and John. 

. 
  



  



THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. JOHN IN THE WILDERNESS 
PO Box 185, 1905 Greenville Highway, Flat Rock, NC 28731 828-693-9783 

Website:  www.stjohnflatrock.org  
Worship Services  8:45 & 11:00am 

Children’s Sunday School: 10:00am (during school year only)/Adult Sunday School: 10:00am 
Holy Eucharist & Healing Service – Wednesdays 10:30am in the Parish Hall  Office Hours- 8:30am-3:30pm M-F 

In case of pastoral emergencies:  
Father Josh Stephens 828-808-5044       Deacon Sandy Rex 847-507-7212 

 

The Rt. Rev. José McLoughlin, Bishop 

The Rev. Josh Stephens, Rector: rector@stjohnflatrock.org 
The Rev. Deacon Sandy Rex, Deacon: cwrexiii@rmimidwest.com 
Dewitt Tipton, Organist/Director of Music: dewitt.tipton@furman.edu  
Diana Byrd, Youth and Families Coordinator: byrddd@gmail.com 
Leslie Stott, Parish Office Administrator: officeadmin@stjohnflatrock.org 
Tracie Lutz, Administrative Assistant for Finance: aafinance@stjohnflatrock.org 
Kevin Hunt, Sexton: sexton@stjohnflatrock.org 

  
 
 
 
 

VESTRY MEMBERS 
Senior Warden:  Jennifer Shelton 

Junior Warden: Jerry Tanner 
 

2021 
Jerry Tanner 

Cynthia Easterling 
Janet Johnson 
Shelley Schiro 

 
2022 

Terry Enslen 
Marie Hyder 
Gibson Sims 
Dick Zecher 

 
2023 

John Barker 
Elizabeth Christenbury 

Jennifer Shelton 
Lynn Wiescholek 

 
PARISH OFFICERS 

Margaret Barker, Clerk of the Vestry 
Tom Griswold, Treasurer 

     

STANDING COMMITTEES  
Buildings and Grounds Committee: Robin Howe 
By Laws, Canons & Insurance: Jim Olson 
Christian Formation: Mary Anne Inglis 
Communications & Publicity: Joey Popp 
Finance: Jodi Sundeen 
Historic Churchyard Committee: Ken Jones 
New Member Ministry: Brenda Hillyer, Judy Petersen 
Outreach: Carol Rector 
Personnel: Margaret Barker 
Stewardship: David Christenbury 

 
OTHER COMMITTEES AND MINISTRIES 

Acolytes: Lynn Savage 
Altar Guild: Sandra Jeffery, Marti Smith 
Chefs of St. John: Jim Vint 
Churchyard Trustees:  Pete Petersen 
Docents: Albert Gooch 
Endowment Trustees: Tom Griswold 
Episcopal Church Women (ECW): Kathy Newbold 
Eucharistic Visitors: Dick Zecher 
Flower Guild: Bay Chamberlain 
Flower Memorials: Gaston Motes 
Funeral Reception Ministry: Brenda Hillyer 
Garden Guild: Jerry & Jan Tanner 
Gatekeepers: Dick Zecher 
Greeters:  Betsy Tibbs 
Heritage, Archives & Gift Committee: John Barker 
Lay Readers: Susan MacDonald 
Meal Ministry: Kathy Newbold 
Needle Work Ministry: Judy Petersen 
Newsletter Editor: Leslie Stott 
Ushers: Clint Adams, Bettie Orr 
Wedding Coordinator: Elaine Howe 


