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2 Kings 2:1-12 

When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way 
from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As 
the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. The company of 
prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take 
your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 

Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and 
as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. The company of prophets who were at 
Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away 
from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.” 

Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, 
and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of 
prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then 
Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the 
other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. 

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you.” 
Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; 
yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” As they continued 
walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a 
whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its 
horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has 
blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, 
who is the image of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as 
your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

Mark 9:2-9 

Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he 
was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach 
them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, 
“Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah.” He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the 
cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” Suddenly when they looked around, 
they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. 

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after 
the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
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Yearning for Truth 
 
How do you know what is true when everyone has been given a microphone? 
 
How can you discern the facts amidst all of the noise? 
 
These are the questions we might ask as debates over freedom of speech play out in a social 
media world where Twitter has something like 330 million users, where everyone has been given 
a platform and a microphone. Today we seem to excel at looking at the same information and 
coming to very different conclusions. We can manage to exist in echo chambers of like-minded 
people. You could take one-hundred people and present them with the same story, the same set 
of facts, the same evidence and they would be split down the middle as to the meaning of it all. 
 
Now I am not on Twitter and I know that many of you are not either, but these social media 
platforms are shaping us and our society. We might observe how hard it is to have a meaningful 
conversation -- even to find a communal truth -- when limited to 140 characters at a time. It 
stands in complete contrast to our Lenten series with My Neighbor's Voice that I hope you’ll 
sign up for by tomorrow so we might take sacred time to listen and to share, to see one another 
and hear one another in a meaningful way. Perhaps we can find truth that way. 
 
Twitter’s latest effort to weed out misinformation, lies, and even hate speech is called 
“Birdwatch.” Since there is no objective truth any longer, it allows (naturally) you and me to 
label tweets that are misleading, lies, or prejudicial. It’s as if the best we can do at the moment in 
our shallow pursuit of truth is to find truth in what is popular. The swaying of the online mob 
must surely lead us to what is true, right? 
 
I seriously doubt it. And I find all of these efforts and even all these platforms to be found 
wanting when compared to our Scripture readings this morning. To use language from our 2 
Corinthians reading, I wonder if we are veiling ourselves from the Gospel by searching for truth 
through the lens, through the veil, of a smartphone or computer screen. We might very well be 
the ones who are perishing, about whom Paul is speaking, with the god of this world blinding our 
minds to keep us from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God.  
 
Modeled by our leaders and celebrities who do the same, we relish holding that microphone and 
jumping up and down, waiving our arms, saying, “Look at me! Look at me!” We proclaim 
ourselves! We proclaim ourselves and look for truth to come from the loudest source or 
wherever the flock lands at the moment.  
 
It’s not what Elisha was doing, dedicating his life to learning anything and everything he could 
about God from the great Elijah. Thirsty for truth! Yearning for God until his very last moment 

2 



with his master. Even when Elijah told him three times to stay put, Elisha could not let Elijah out 
of his sight because what if he missed the thing that God was about to do? What if he let ultimate 
truth pass him by while looking down at his phone? 
 
Unlike us who turn to the crowd to outsource truth, when Elisha encounters companies of 
prophets -- huge groups of people supposedly dedicated to the truth of God whose noise fills his 
years, whose opinions are laced with gossip and self-aggrandizement -- he tells them twice to be 
silent and to stop impeding his journey for God. He ignores the murmurs of the masses and 
proceeds with single-minded purpose to be with Elijah until the end, even pleading with his 
master to give him every bit of his spirit that he possibly can because truth is not something he 
can produce himself. It must be given to him from on high as a gift. 
 
And when he witnessed the unimaginable whirl of Divine power on display, a chariot with 
horses of flame sweeping through, he knew that his pursuit of what is true was not in vain. He 
could only cry out to God and tear his clothes to say he is undeserving of such a gift and that 
such truth of God he has never known before. He undoubtedly reached for his phone to post 
something of his experience only to realize that such truth could not be found so easily and 
therefore should not be shared so shallowly. 
 
We are people who have seen and long to see again the truth of God’s glory in the face of Christ 
Jesus. We are thirsty for it. Hungry to receive him in all his glory and, like the disciples on the 
mount of transfiguration, we are dumbfounded in the presence of Christ as he truly is. You will 
know when you find truth because it will terrify you and yet you won’t want to leave his 
presence ever again. The truth we are searching for is not something that will come from inside 
of us as much as He is a gift given to us. It’s not whatever happens to be popular at the moment. 
It won’t be found by the consent of the masses who flock by Tweet from one issue to the next 
with little desire to actually make sense of it. The truth we are looking for is beyond our 
technology, beyond ourselves. We must search for it, thirst for it, hunger for it. For the truth we 
long for is God’s very self. It is to know Christ as individuals and as a people. The truth is Christ 
himself who once said that we shall know the truth and truth will set us free. 
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