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From the Rector’s Desk 

The Silver Lining of COVID 

Don’t get me wrong! If I could snap 
my fingers and return to life before 
the pandemic, I would be snapping 
with both hands. This is not some 
difficult but self-defining journey 
that I can’t imagine living without. I 
can still imagine living without it 
just fine. We might be able to say 
that sort of thing at some point, by  

God’s grace, but not yet. But since this is our reality and has been for some 
time, I have been able to look around to see beauty and grace in our current 
existence. Isn’t it important to at least try to do that no matter what we are 
going through? While I don’t want to discount the suffering of many, there 
have been some silver linings to this whole experience for each of us and for 
St. John in the Wilderness. These are things that should make us pause and 
give thanks for the goodness of God who sustains us especially when the 
going gets tough. These are lessons I hope we don’t soon forget: 

● We are more than our buildings. As I said at our first outdoor 
worship service, our church building existed before our congregation. 
It was generously donated by the Baring family. It is historic and 
beautiful, and I love it even though I’ve only taken to the pulpit a 
half-dozen times. I see its picture all over our physical and online 
spaces. I see it around Henderson County. There it is in the Flat Rock 
Post Office. But historic congregations are especially at risk of 
thinking that they are their church building. It’s not four walls and a 
roof which make a church. We are the Body of Christ. We meet in 
tents and homes, at coffee shops and on hiking trails. We have been 
forced to learn this lesson, but I hope we won’t soon forget it. 

● Discipleship is costly. Dietrich Bonhoeffer has been telling us this 
in our book group again and again. If you’re going to follow Jesus, it’s 
not simply some doctrinal commitment. It involves leaving things 
behind and walking behind Jesus to the cross. We have folks willing 
to meet outside in all kinds of weather. We have ministries adapting 

 (Cont. on page 6) 
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What’s Happening at St. John 

The Practice of Gratitude. Expressing gratitude on a regular basis is an amazing practice! 
It can be done by everyone regardless of your age or circumstances. Even very small children 
can be taught to stop and take a moment to express thanks for their blessings. This practice is 
at the heart of the United Thank Offering (UTO) program whose purpose is twofold: First, it 
is meant to foster a personal spiritual discipline of thankfulness through individual 
intentional prayer and gratitude for all that God has done and continues to do by placing 
coins in the Blue Box. Then, through the combined collection of United Thank Offering Blue 
Box coins, bills, and checks, 100 percent of the money is awarded through grants to young 
adults, seminarians, parishes, and dioceses. The grants are for one-year projects designed to 
support transforming and innovative ministries. A complete list of grants for the last 127 
years can be found at www.UnitedThankOffering.org but a few examples of grants given in 
2019 are: 

• to Louisiana for “Developing Adolescents for Workforce Navigation” 

• to Maine for “Sophia’s House” (residential community for healing women) 

• to Michigan for “Corner Shower Laundry” (renovations to enable homeless to 
shower and have clean clothes after a meal in their soup kitchen) 

• to Mississippi for “Teach Them to Fish” (facilitating micro industries in Honduras). 

As demonstrated by Jesus in the parable of the loaves and fishes, wonderful things can be 
accomplished when everyone puts in a little. On Sunday, September 6, the Blue Boxes will be 
available during each service. They will also be available at the entrance to the St. John 
Administrative Building throughout the following week or until they run out.  

You are invited to embrace and deepen a personal daily spiritual discipline of gratitude. UTO 
encourages people to notice the good things that happen each day, give thanks to God for 
those blessings, and make an offering for each blessing using a UTO Blue Box. 

On Sunday, October 18, there will be an in-gathering by Fr. Josh during all services.  

Almighty God, I give you praise for blessing me in many ways. 
Create in me a grateful heart and with this gift a blessing start. Amen. 

With a grateful heart, 
Jan Tanner at jantanner@hotmail.com or 828-337-2753 

The Communications Committee continues to support church activities by helping get 
out the word to the public. For example, as The Bazaar at St. John in the Wilderness offers 
online shopping through September 15, social media messages are being posted on the 
church's Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter accounts to entice potential shoppers. The 
committee encourages parishioners to share these social media posts from their individual 
accounts to help spread the message.  

The committee also generates news releases sent to regional media for coverage. Articles 
appear in The Hendersonville Times-News among others.  

Committee member Eduard Wiescholek is behind the camera every Sunday capturing 
services for online viewing. His gift to video and upload to YouTube is most appreciated. 
Committee Chair and Video Editor Joey Popp puts on the finishing touches for all to see the 
final cut. When viewing YouTube, remember to click the free subscribe button, as the church 
channel continues to build subscribers. 

For more information, please contact the committee at stjohnflatrockinfo@gmail.com.  
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September Flower Memorials 

September 6: 
In loving memory of Bettie Friedell Watford 

By: Charles Lee and Bettie Watford Orr 
 
September 13: 

In loving memory of Col. and Mrs. Kermit W. Fix 
By: Gibson and Carol Fix Sims, their daughter 

 
September 20: 

In loving memory of Sarah I’on Lowndes Davis, Alice Davis Burke, and James O.  
Burke 

By: Henry Burke and family 
AND 
 In loving memory of Janet Chaudruc 
  By: her family 
 
September 27: 

In loving memory of Joe Carr 
    By: friends of his mother, Baynard Chamberlain 
 

1 Thomas Mahoney 

2 Cindy Shannon 

2 John Barker 

2 Alden Perry 

3 Willa Allen 

3 Lynn Savage 
4 Dick Zecher 

6 Wayne Kanipe 

6 Harlan Frymire 

6 Lori Griswold 

6 Hilton Swing 

7 Sally Hughes 

7 Susan Shealy 

8 Pods Cato 

8 Anne Beers 

9 Jack Mitchell 

9 Louisa Wardlaw 

12 Starr Teel 

14 Malcolm McCormick 

14 Janet Roethle 

15 Helen Aschenbrener 

15 Debby Staton 
17 Julia Cox 

17 Susan Gibbs 

17 Hadley Yelverton 

18 Beth Miller 

18 Melody Shepherd 

19 Gayle McHaffie 

19 Kate Johnson 

21 Terry Enslen 

21 Linda Farrell 

21 Carmen Curtis 

23 Marjorie Neff 

23 Jodi Sundeen 

24 Al Beers 

24 Carol Rector 

24 Marie Hyder 

24 Sharon Johnston 
25 John Flowers 

27 Cynthia Easterling 

27 Kara Mack 

28 Elaine Harris 

29 Hamrick Perry 

30 Art Swygard 

30 Camille Camp 

30 Judy Petersen 

 September Birthdays 

Parish Register 
 

Transfers In 
James Gibbs 
Susan Gibbs 

Deaths 
Mary Burton 
Charlie Green 
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September Calendar 

As the date for reopening the church is not yet available, it is not possible to provide a reliable 
calendar of events at this time. Please refer to our online calendar which we will keep updated as 
information becomes available. You can access the calendar by clicking on the link from the 
homepage of our website at www.stjohnflatrock.org.  

The Younger Voice 

Hello September! We hope that Back to School is going well for 
everyone, whether virtual, in person, or a combination of the two. 
We enjoyed seeing folks on our Zoom Youth Group gatherings in 
August, and we look forward to starting a new schedule in 
September with an offering of a confirmation class for all that are 
interested. We will start on our new adventure of confirmation on 
Sunday, September 13, and end with the Bishop’s visit on 
December 6, the Feast Day of St. Nicholas, which seems like quite 
the appropriate day to have confirmation of our Youth! We will 
meet from 12:30 to 1:45 p.m. on Sunday afternoons, preferably in  

person under the tents at church and sometimes on Zoom as dictated by the weather and COVID-19. 
So mark your calendars, bring your own lunch if you like, and join us for a fun time this fall.  
 

Mary Anne Inglis and Susan Johnston 
 

Episcopal Church Women (ECW) 

Greetings one and all! It seems like ages since we have worshipped, communed, and laughed 
together. I miss seeing you and sharing the life of St John in the Wilderness with you. 

Despite COVID-19, your ECW team has continued to work on various initiatives. First, under the 
visionary and energetic leadership of Cindy Shannon, Linda Giltner, and Lynn Wiescholek, the 2020 
Bazaar, nee May Market, continues its collection, storage, and sale efforts. Through the generosity of 
parishioners and neighbors, we have amassed a great assortment of furniture, china, “objets d’art,” 
and a small number of yet-to-be-identified items! The periodic emails have spurred purchases, and 
the online inventory (accessible through the St John in the Wilderness website) allows casual perusal 
of the entire stock. To date, sales have amounted to nearly $3,700, which will be of great use to us in 
funding our outreach project, Make a Difference (MAD).  

Health concerns have necessitated the postponement of the Bazaar until May 2021. Therefore, Bazaar 
operations will be suspended effective September 15, 2020, to recommence in the spring.  Thanks to  
all who have supported this effort through donations, publicity, and sweat equity. Your efforts are 
greatly appreciated, and without your help this event could not happen. 

Next, I’d like to recognize Linda Farrell and Polly Morrice, your intrepid Retreat Co-Chairs, who 
crafted a promising and feasible plan for holding a retreat this year. As envisioned, it would have been 
held at the Pavilion in The Park at Flat Rock, where social distancing could have been observed, 
boxed lunches provided, and Deacon Joyce would have presented her usual thoughtful message. 
However, again COVID interfered, and out of an abundance of caution, the decision was made to 
cancel the event this year. Let’s all plan on convening next year! 

Thanks also to Bettie Orr, who, on behalf of ECW, is actively engaged in the Books for Good 
(www.booksforgood.net) project.  For those not familiar with BFG, it is, according to its website, 

 (Cont. on page 5) 
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St. John to Celebrate the Feast of All 
Faithful Departed on November 2 

In so many ways, the Christian life is about 
preparation for death. When we face the wilderness 
of death, will we be ready? Will we be able to 
proclaim resurrection, like the martyrs of old, in our 
dying? Will we be able -- if our frail bodies will allow 
us -- to look at loved ones with a hope-filled smile 
that says life is changing but not ending. One of the 
ways we prepare for our final earthly witness to 
God’s goodness is by keeping our mortality close to 
us. The Rule of St. Benedict, a rule of life from the  

sixth century that is still followed today, instructs monks and nuns about this by saying, “keep 
death daily before your eyes.” As disciples of Jesus, we are engaged in this discipline because we 
have found that the more we allow parts of ourselves to die, the more Christ’s redeeming work 
takes root in our lives. 

One way the Church keeps death daily before our eyes is by keeping close to the church -- 
spiritually and physically -- the faithful who have gone on to glory. From cathedrals to village 
parishes, churches have buried their dead in and around their buildings for centuries. In doing 
this, we are visually reminded that our earthly pilgrimage will one day cease and that the saints 
who have gone before us are still a part of our fellowship. This is a truth we know in our bones at 
St. John in the Wilderness. 

On Monday, November 2, at 3 p.m., we will gather in our churchyard for a special feast known 
as All Souls or the Commemoration of All Faithful Departed. We would like to invite you to 
share in this Eucharist with us. This is a feast in which we remember all those whom we have 
entrusted to God, but especially the faithful who have died over the last year. We will read the 
names of our dead who have recently departed this life, and we will make an effort to contact 
their families to share in this service. Typically, we would just read the names of those who have 
died since the last time the service was held. Since this is the first time (at least in recent history) 
that we have celebrated this feast, we invite you to submit the name of any loved one whom you 
continue to grieve. Of course, we will also ask for names to be shared aloud during the service. If 
the weather causes us to cancel the service, we hope to hold it the next day at the same time. 
Please join us. 

Empty Bowls Update 

The Empty Bowls team, with Fr. Josh’s guidance, has been struggling 
with how to proceed with our event previously scheduled for September 
27. We decided that we will have the event, but in quite a different 
format. Empty Bowls has been moved to Saturday, October 3. Those who 
have already purchased tickets will be contacted about choosing their 
bowls, and they will receive a homemade treat to take home. There will 
be no food provided on site, and there will be no further ticket sales. 

Hopefully, we can plan more traditional Empty Bowls event soon. Thank you for all your 
support. 

Debby Staton, Coordinator 
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From the Rector’s Desk (Cont. from page 1) 

with considerable difficulty because it’s worth it. And I know you have made sacrifices 
of many sorts during these months. I pray these sacrifices have drawn you deeper into 
the sacrificial love of Christ. 

● We appreciate each other more. The other day a parishioner broke a COVID 
rule. He introduced himself to me at Hubba Hubba Smokehouse and shook my hand. 
I have never appreciated a handshake so much. Having this time away from one 
another has made us value each other more. We appreciate seeing people at church 
and having time around one another. We appreciate just being in each other's 
presence. Hugs and handshakes -- when you can get them -- feel just divine! 

● There’s a Book of Common Prayer in your hands. In an effort to have 
contactless worship, the bulletin is gone, and people are using that great gift of 
Anglicanism, the Book of Common Prayer, for worship and at home devotions. One 
parishioner asked me when the “new” Prayer Book came out. I told her 1979. She 
said, “Oh, I couldn’t follow along because I got mine when I was confirmed in 1954!” 
Even though it wasn’t much help, how neat is it that she picked up that old book of 
faith and dusted it off? So many of you have ordered books and are becoming more 
familiar with the liturgical guide that is our lens for life. 

● People who give when times are tough don’t have to worry about money. 
It has been remarkable to see how you have continued to give to God’s work here in a 
year with so much variability. It’s easy to shut down and close off when instability and 
fear abound but your generosity has continued. Money and our fear of not having 
enough of it can rule over us. When we give it away, we put it back in its proper place 
as a gift from God to help us and others. We stop worrying about it and start loving 
through it. I am so grateful for your continued generosity. 

● A simpler life is better. The last silver lining comes from many of you. You have 
told me that life is a bit slower and a bit simpler these days, and that has been good 
for your soul. There is less busyness and fewer demands on us. It’s funny how a 
simpler and quieter life seems to leave more room for God. 

Being Christian: A Class for New and Old Episcopalians 

Joining a church is no small thing. In church, we hear the Good 
News about Jesus being proclaimed. We taste and see that the 
Lord is good when gathering around the altar. Here we join with a 
community of people to share fellowship and life together. We are 
excited to announce a class for new and old Episcopalians. If you 
have never officially joined the church or become Episcopalian by 
being received or confirmed by a bishop, then this is for you. The  

class is also for those who would like to be baptized or renew their faith. Old Episcopalians 
are welcome to come also to hear Fr. Josh’s spin on being Episcopal Christians.  
 

We will meet on Sundays at 3 p.m. under the Tent of Meeting starting on September 20 and 
continue for six weeks. Our bishop, The Rt. Rev. José McLoughlin, is scheduled to visit us on 
December 6 to confirm, receive, and renew the faithful. Learn about church history, 
sacraments, liturgy, Anglicanism, and more! E-mail Leslie at officeadmin@stjohnflatrock to 
sign-up or for more info. 
 



  

The Rev. Josh Stephens 
Rector 

The Rev. Dn. Charles Rex 
Deacon 

Leslie Stott, Parish Office 
Administrator 

Tracie Lutz, Administrative 
Assistant for Finance  

Dewitt Tipton, Organist 
and Director of Music 

Kevin Hunt, Sexton 

Mary Anne Inglis, Youth 
and Families Coordinator  

 
1905 Greenville Highway 

P.O. Box 185 

Flat Rock, NC 28731 

Phone: 828-693-9783 

officeadmin@stjohnflatrock.org 

 

The Episcopal Church of 

St. John in the 

Wilderness 

 

Vestry 

Carol Rector 
 Senior Warden 

Jerry Tanner 
Junior Warden 

Tom Griswold 
Treasurer 

Margaret Barker 
Clerk 

Elizabeth Christenbury, 
Greg Newbold, Michael 

Shannon, Janet Johnson, 
Shelley Schiro, Cindi 

Easterling, Terry Enslen, 
Marie Hyder, Dick Zecher, 

Gibson Sims 
 

Vestry minutes are posted 
on our website at 

www.stjohnflatrock.org 

Deadline for The Voice is the 
15th of each month. Email items 

to your editor, Leslie Stott, at 
officeadmin@stjohnflatrock.org 

or deliver them to the  
church office. 
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Episcopal Church Women (Cont. from page 4) 

 “Western North Carolina's most unique bookstore, selling items 
(mostly used books) to benefit donor-specified charities.” Bettie 
collects books and works in the BFG store (located off I-26 in 
Fletcher between Asheville and Hendersonville). Proceeds from the 
sales are donated to ECW. There is a collection box, appropriately 
marked, in the Parish House. As the offices open (sometime soon we 
hope), avail yourselves of the opportunity to donate to this worthy 
cause. 

Lastly, kudos to Linda Sizemore who has continued to collect 
manufacturers’ coupons for distribution to service personnel and 
their families stationed abroad. Keep saving those coupons! I will be 
happy to accept any that you have and ensure their delivery to Linda. 
It may seem a small thing to do, but the return on your investment of 
time is great. Your thoughtfulness is appreciated. 

Thank you for your attention; stay well; I look forward to our 
meeting again. 

Blessings and peace, 
Kathy Newbold, ECW Coordinator 

Blessing of the Animals on October 4 

The Feast of St. Francis of Assisi falls 
annually on October 4, which is a Sunday 
this year. While all Sundays are reserved 
as feasts of our Lord Jesus Christ (BCP, pg 
16), this October 4 we will remember St. 
Francis by inviting you to bring your furry 
companions to either the 8:45 or 11:00 
a.m. service for a special blessing. Cats, 
dogs, snakes, chickens, horses, and goats 
are all welcome! Children may also bring a  

stuffed animal to be blessed. Our outdoor meeting space will mean a 
lively Eucharist for all creatures involved. 

The stories about St. Francis say that he was a man with a true spirit 
of love and peace that could have only come from God. Those who 
encountered him were drawn into the peaceable Kingdom of God to 
know more fully the Prince of Peace. Even animals, it is said, were 
attracted to his Christ-like gentleness. One story about St. Francis 
says that he made peace with a wolf who had been terrorizing a 
village. He called the animal “Brother Wolf” and reconciled him to 
the village that wanted the wolf dead. As we thank God for the 
animals in our lives, we pray that the reconciling work of Jesus 
Christ might extend beyond our relationship with God to include all 
creation. We hope you will join us on October 4. 



  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday 
8:45 am Rite Two Eucharist (live streamed) 
11:00 am Rite Two Eucharist 
 
Monday through Thursday 
9:00 am Online Morning Prayer (live streamed) 
 
Wednesday 
4:30 pm Evening Prayer 
 

Our Mission Statement 
To know and love God as He is revealed to us 

in Jesus Christ, to bring others to His saving 

love, and to serve the world in His name. 

 

Holy Hike in DuPont 
Stone Mountain Trail on August 19, 2020 


