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The Second Sunday of Christmas 

Matthew 2:13-15,19-23 

After the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 
"Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; 
for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him." Then Joseph got up, took the 
child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of 
Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of 
Egypt I have called my son." 

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 
and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who 
were seeking the child's life are dead." Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, 
and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in 
place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he 
went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so 
that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, "He will be called a 
Nazorean." 

Re-dignification 
 
I have come to truly relish these twelve days of Christmas. As Episcopalians, we get to embark 
on a counter-cultural journey as we delay our celebrations of Christmas until December 24th and 
then we bask in the glow of the manger for twelve days long. I especially enjoy the looks I get 
for saying “Merry Christmas” to people after New Year Day! That’s always fun. I’d recommend 
you try it out. We mustn’t let Emmanuel, “God with us,” slip away until Epiphany brings us to 
the next thing that God is doing.  
 
I find this second Sunday of Christmas to have special meaning. Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day have delivered. They have delivered wonder and song. They have delivered a child who 
brings us hope. They have delivered light shining in the darkness. Now that we have traveled to 
the manger, we get to travel home reflecting on this Christ whom we have encountered who 
somehow is in us and with us on our journey home. Now we get to ponder incarnation, the 
“en-flesh-ment” of God. There is no better place to start these ponderings than with this most 
beautiful prayer that defines today, this collect which gathers us in on the Second Sunday of 
Christmas, saying: 
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God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: 
Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your 
Son Jesus Christ…. 
 
There’s so much here on the Second Sunday of Christmas for us. God who wonderfully created 
us is showing up again and our prayer would say that as wonderful as God’s creation was and is, 
it is God’s restoration, God’s re-creation, God making all things new, that is even more 
wonderful. God gives us at least two gifts today in our prayer and our Scriptures. They are 
closely related but I wonder if you might receive these gifts from God given especially to you on 
these final days of Christmas. 
 
The first Christmas gift God has for you is about who you really are. For so long Christianity has 
not communicated this well, or only communicated this half-way. There is no denying that 
central to Christianity is the idea that we have fallen -- that we are separated from God and even 
that we choose to remain that way. But in trying to articulate what it means to be broken sinners, 
we have also dealt in currencies of shame. In trying to share the grace that comes with realizing 
that we are sinners in needs of God’s help, many have heard us say that they are wretched and 
worthless people, the scum of the earth. In an effort to make loud the call to repentance, we have 
also communicated a false message of worthlessness.  
 
The first gift God gives to us is the reminder that God wonderfully created you. You were made 
for relationship, made for love, made for joy, made for abundant life. In God taking on our flesh, 
it is not a lesson about how awful we are; it is a lesson about who we actually are. God humbles 
himself to share in our humanity so we might share in the divine life that is exactly who we were 
created to be. 
 
You might be thinking, “I have been told my whole life that I’m a wretched and sinful person!” 
Well, my friend, we have all done and continue to do things that are wrong. We are sinners who 
fall short each day. But God didn’t become man simply to teach you that you are messed up. God 
became man to restore your dignity -- to show you what you’re made for so you might share in 
the divine life of love that begins with Christmas. What a gift! What a gift from God! We are 
given our lives back here, ladies and gentleman! We are discovering who God created us to be in 
the first place. God is giving us our dignity again. This is our re-dignification! This is God 
thinking we are so important, so loved, so worth it, that God comes to us in a project of 
restoration, refusing to abandon the good creation God made. 
 
This brings us to the second gift that God has for you on this tenth day of Christmas. Our Gospel 
reading and our passage from Jeremiah would suggest that our creating, restoring, and 
re-dignifying God especially gets to work when things get darkest of all. It’s no wonder our 
friends in the twelve-step community talk about hitting “rock bottom” before someone can start 
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climbing back up. In Jeremiah, God is taking action and sowing seeds of hope when the people 
are desperate and desperate again. In our Gospel reading we find the holy family as political and 
religious refugees. They are fleeing for their lives to a foreign land, relying on the kindness of 
strangers to survive, praying with passion each morning and night that God will save them and 
guide them. You can bet God is with them each step of their journey. 
 
So many of us have been driven to our knees of late, humbled by the slings and arrows of 
outrageous fortune, wondering how to find a way, wondering where to go from here. My friends, 
God begins re-creating, restoring, re-degnifying in the most difficult of places by bringing calm 
into violent storms, by beating swords into tools of growth and nourishment, by rescuing tortured 
hearts with the loving welcome of a savior. As if the poverty of the manger was not enough, we 
find Jesus and his parents on the run, yet out of Egypt God has called his children before and 
now we find God doing it again. 
 
There are two gifts given this day -- gifts from God to you. The first is the gift of God taking on 
our humanity so we might share in the divine life that God made us for in the first place. To be 
truly human is not to be wretched, it is to be like Christ in all things. This is who God made you 
to be. And the second gift is that God begins guiding us when it seems there is no way out, when 
brokenness abounds. God begins restoring us when we feel beyond repair. God has come to 
re-dignifies us with love. So, Christmas continues with these gifts and a blessed and Merry 
Christmas to you! 
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