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From the Rector’s Desk 

Although the solstice is still a few weeks off, summer has 
begun according to our cultural calendar which says it 
begins on Memorial Day and ends on Labor Day each 
year. We enter a most beautiful season for those wise 
enough to escape the low-country humidity for mountain 
breezes and cold-water rivers. I’ve been told this is a time 
at St. John in the Wilderness when summer residents fill 
our pews, coffee hour welcomes us in the churchyard, and 
families picnic near swimming holes. Of course, this year 
things are going rather differently due to our COVID-19 
reality, and I would imagine that you, like me, long for 
summers of years past. If I’m being completely honest (a  

tendency of mine that isn’t as useful as it sounds), I’m very much fatigued 
from this new Coronavirus lifestyle. I would like a number of things to 
return to normal, including summertime in Flat Rock and beyond. 

Yet just when the line-graph of my despair was at the peak of the curve, God 
got my attention in the middle of the night (or was that my wife?) with the 
news that everything else was now secondary for me because our baby was 
ready to make an entrance into the crazy times in which we are living. We 
welcomed Wilder Kidd Couture Stephens into the world on the Sixth 
Sunday of Easter, May 17, 2020. Now we have entered that exhausting 
phase of bliss that happens the first couple of weeks after a baby is born: we 
left our sleep schedules at the hospital; the competition between kids for our 
attention is raging; and we are stopped in our tracks constantly with the joy 
and wonder of the child in our arms. 

I cannot help but feel as though much-needed hope has arrived in our 
hearts along with our daughter’s birth. Perhaps we are just grateful for the 
distraction from current events, but I think there is more to it than that. We 
are experiencing again the loving generosity of our parish as you deliver 
meals to us, gifting us with delicious food and eliminating much daily stress 
each evening. Thank you. Most of all, we are reminded of a love that is 
worth living for, worth rearranging our lives for, and worth all the difficulty 
that may come with human existence. It is not the first time that God has 
demonstrated such love and brought such hope through the arrival of a 
child; now I understand God a little bit better. I pray that you, perhaps  

 (Cont. on page 4) 
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What’s Happening at St. John 

St. John Bazaar – Since moving the Bazaar date to October 17 and receiving the Bishop’s 
recommendation of keeping our distance, the shed is currently closed, and we will only accept 
items if necessary. We hope by July we can begin to open the shed both for donations and 
pricing, but that will be determined by safety.  

Currently, however, some of our Bazaar leaders are working behind the scenes in receiving 
items from a recent move and cataloguing and photographing some of the more high-end 
furniture, summer furniture, and collectibles. We hope to post these items online for sale 
during the summer and up to the date of the Bazaar. If you have high-end items, we would 
either like to receive them now or get photos of them.  

Once we have come up with our photo list and where it will be hosted, we will notify everyone 
in The Voice or by email to ECW members. We have had some very generous gifts to the 
Bazaar, and we hope this online sale will allow us to sell some of these more special items, 
thereby increasing our amount given to charity.  

We thank all of you for your patience and generosity.  

Linda Giltner (864) 680-2793 or mynanna7@gmail.com 
Cynthia Shannon (404) 539-7670 or cyncato@gmail.com 

Readers in the Wilderness meets the first Friday of the month at 10 a.m. in the Library.  

We will not meet in June, but we are hopeful that we can safely resume meeting in July.  

July 3 – A Woman Is No Man by Etaf Rum 

Her debut novel is about three Palestinian women struggling to fit in in America. Addressing 
themes of identity, gender issues, and culture dislocation, the book touches on issues drawn 
from her own life experiences. 

Do join us for lively discussions! For questions, contact Judy Petersen at (828) 697-1967 or 
jpsewnsew@aol.com. 

Books for Good Is Open – Books for Good (BFG) reopened on Memorial Day. It will 
continue to be open Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from 12 noon to 5 p.m. 
and on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. All customers must wear face masks that cover both 
nose and mouth. The bookstore is located at 50 Heritage Park Drive in Fletcher off 
Hendersonville Road. The phone number is (828) 989-4655, and the website address is 
www.booksforgood.net.  

Your book, CD, and DVD donations over the past four years have raised more than $4,500 to 
benefit the Episcopal Church Women’s Make A Wish outreach programs. Please keep 
bringing these items to the large box located under the coat rack by the Wilderness Room. If 
the Parish Office is closed, contact Bettie Orr at (828) 698-2357 or at bettieworr@gmail.com, 
and she will make arrangements to pick up your donation. (Donations made directly to the 
bookstore will not be accepted until July 1.) 

 2020 Vision: Preparing the Way 

St. John the Baptist, our patron saint, was called by God to the wilderness to prepare the way 
for the coming of the Messiah. In 2020, St. John in the Wilderness is preparing the way for 
God's call to us for the decade ahead. Stay tuned for more info on this theme as we explore 
how we can use our gifts to prepare the way for Christ among us. Our stewardship theme for 
this year is 2020 Vision: Preparing the Way. 
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June Flower Memorials 

June 7: 
 In loving memory of Margarita Fitzsimons, Mather Fitzsimons, Frank and Millie 

Fitzsimons and Candy Priest 
  By: Hank, Dunk, Pam, and Mindy 

June 14: 
 In loving memory of Reed Finlay 
  By: Lucretia and children, Reed III, Lucretia, and Douglas 

June 21: 
 In loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Dethero and Carter Dethero 

  By: David L. Dethero 

June 28: 
 Open 

2 Becky Goodman 
3 Hal Reid 

5 David Christenbury 

5 Jackie Hornsby 

5 Tommy Vellanti 

6 Ginny MacNeil 

6 Ian Macpherson 

6 Skip Phillips 

7 Dale Llewelyn 

7 Gibson Sims 

8 Nelson Motes 

11 Bridget Swing 

12 Stephen Franks 
13 Joe Kovaz 

14 Jonathan Ward 

17 Tom Green 

17 Janet Smith 

18 Tom Bullard 

19 Cathryn Harrell 

20 Newell Doty 

20 Bettie Orr 

21 John Ball 

21 Lucy Pharr 

22 Marlin Sanders 

24 Mary Edwards 
24 Susan Dobson 

25 Alan Ward 

25 Peter Fricke 

25 Sandra Jeffery 

26 Katherine Gee 

28 Robin Howe 

29 Rosanna Couture 

29 Matthew Bullard 

 June Birthdays 

Parish Register 
 

Transfers In 
Elizabeth Miller 

Deaths 
Anne Klopman 

Sue Shaw 
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June Calendar 

As the date for reopening the church is not yet available, it is not possible to provide a reliable 
calendar of events at this time. Please refer to our online calendar which we will keep updated as 
information becomes available. You can access the calendar by clicking on the link from the 
homepage of our website at www.stjohnflatrock.org.  

From the Rector’s Desk (Cont. from page 1) 

through these words and the pictures that follow, are filled with hope, love, and excitement at this 
time. We will certainly need it as we begin to discern what it might look like to safely gather in-
person as a church in the months ahead. God has a way of giving us what we need when we need it 
most. May you know in your hearts, in your home, and in this parish a love that is worth living for 
and worth rearranging your life for. God bless you this June and beyond. 

The Younger Voice 

For the Young Families and Youth, 

We hope you are all doing well in these times when we have all been asked to love our neighbor by 
sheltering in place. Please know that we are thinking of you and praying for you and your families 
during this time. Father Josh has invited children and youth to record collects for our Facebook and 
YouTube page. Contact him to sign up or get more information. We look forward to being back 
together as soon as possible! 

With love, 
Diana, Mary Anne, and Sharon 

Backpack Update/Salvation Army Bell Ringing 

Many of you have wondered how the children whom we serve in the backpack program are doing 
during their “homeschooling.” I am sorry to say that we are not able to receive our usual food from 
MANNA Food Bank, nor are we able to purchase the same amount of food from our usual stores. You 
have probably noticed that your own favorite store shelves are depleted. 

MANNA has switched to “family boxes.” We have been able to distribute these to our schools on four 
separate occasions. Prior to spring break, we also received 300 bags of our more traditional delivery. 
Rather than horde these, we chose to share with other schools which were also in need. Children 
received this food by the school principals or counselors delivering, or by the “lunch buses” delivering 
to the homes as they take lunch. 

The “family boxes” are picked up at the Salvation Army. As we were loading the truck, one of the staff 
members asked us to remind the schools that their food pantry was stocked and ready for anyone. My 
thoughts turned to the bell ringing that our church does in front of Harris Teeter each Christmas 
time. It really hit home how what goes around comes around. Our time spent ringing that noisy bell 
brings in money, not just for Christmas presents, but for the food that is in the pantry ready for our 
Backpack families to access during this pandemic. This next December, I will enjoy even more having 
a small part by ringing that very familiar bell. And the next time you hear it, perhaps you will 
remember also that you are helping to provide needed nourishment. 

Now, I think I need to find appropriate material to make a Christmas mask! 

Stay safe, 
Debby Staton, Backpack Chair 
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Visit us on the Web at 

www.stjohnflatrock.org 

 

Wilder Kidd Couture Stephens and Family 



  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday 
8:45 am Online Eucharist 
 
Monday through Thursday 
9:00 am Online Morning Prayer 

Our Mission Statement 
To know and love God as He is revealed to us 

in Jesus Christ, to bring others to His saving 

love, and to serve the world in His name. 

 

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 
Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do 
not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 4:4-7 


