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From the Rector’s Desk 

You will find many photos of Holy Week at St. John 
in the Wilderness featured in this edition of The 
Voice. In our 184 years as a parish, I wonder if this 
was the first Holy Week with empty pews. (It’s a star-
tling thing to think about as we continue on during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.) The pews may have been 
empty, but the worship of the Church continued  

during Holy Week 2020. This time, the congregation was gathered online, 
and many people joined in who otherwise would not have been with us in 
person. It is a blessing to connect with folks who are usually out of reach. 

We knew that this story of God’s great love for us had to be told.  There is no 
rescheduling Easter because Easter is about the one time when all of crea-
tion was made new with the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. In 
the weeks leading up to Easter, indeed even in the days of Holy Week, I was 
grateful to find parishioners who were eager to help out. Susan MacDonald 
helped to arrange lay readers Judy Bevan, Will Rodriguez, Robin Howe, 
Albert Gooch, and Deacon Sandy Rex for the Gospel reading on Palm Sun-
day. Behind the scenes, Sandra and Michael Jeffery kept the altar looking 
beautiful and ready to go. Bay Chamberlain arranged palms, helped us 
flower the cross, and prepared Easter arrangements that reflected the glory 
of spring. Ginger and Herb Quarles baked bread for Maundy Thursday. Jim 
Gibbs spent hours working on a large wooden cross to add a new visual ele-
ment to our Good Friday service. Michael and Cynthia Shannon recalled 
their time on the Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem by carrying the cross in during 
the Good Friday liturgy. Joey Popp and Eduard Wiescholek put in countless 
hours filming, editing, producing, and uploading videos of our liturgies. 
Dewitt Tipton’s organ music reassured us every step of the way from the 
cross to the empty tomb. And our staff of Kevin, Leslie, and Tracie put in 
quite a shift to bring it all together. 

In this issue, you will find pictures of Holy Week and those who lent a hand 
during precarious times. At first, I thought they were just helping out at the 
request of the rector. Now I realize that they were coming together to tell 
the story of our salvation for a church that could not gather in person to 
hear that message and to taste the bread of heaven, the cup of salvation. 
They helped to share the story of Christ’s death and resurrection which has  

 (Cont. on page 4) 
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What’s Happening at St. John 

From the Communications Committee: Videographer Eduard Wiescholek and 
Producer/Editor Joey Popp have worked with Fr. Josh with online streaming of church 
services. We encourage all parishioners to visit St. John in the Wilderness' YouTube channel. 
Be sure and click the red 'subscribe' button to help build the church's audience. You will see 
many videos posted during the last few weeks. Just go to St. John in the Wilderness YouTube  

St. John Bazaar - A reminder to everyone that the St John in the Wilderness Bazaar has 
been moved to Saturday, October 17, 2020. Help us in having the biggest and the best sale 
day by sharing with us some of your treasures! Please make sure everything is clean. Try to 
hold your donations until the social distancing order is lifted. Please contact Cindy Shannon, 
(404) 539-7670, or Linda Giltner, (864) 680-2793, for any questions. 

Readers in the Wilderness meets the first Friday of the month at 10 a.m. in the Library.  

May 1 (cancelled) – The Rent Collector by Cameron Wright 

A young mother, Sang Ly, is struggling to survive by picking through garbage in Cambodia's 
largest municipal dump. Under threat of eviction by an embittered old drunk who is charged 
with collecting rents from the poor of Stung Meanchey, Sang Ly embarks on a desperate 
journey to save her ailing son from a life of ignorance and poverty. It’s a tale of discovery and 
redemption in which she learns that literature, like hope, is found in the most unexpected 
places. 

June 5 – The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek by Kim Michelle Richardson 

A story of hope and heartbreak, raw courage and strength splintered with poverty and 
oppression, this book is a powerful message about how the written word affects people. 
Inspired by the true and historical blue-skinned people of Kentucky, it showcases the brave 
and dedicated Kentucky Pack Horse Library service. 

July 3 – A Woman Is No Man by Etaf Rum 

Her debut novel is about three Palestinian women struggling to fit in in America. Addressing 
themes of identity, gender issues, and culture dislocation, the book touches on issues drawn 
from her own life experiences. 

Do join us for lively discussions! For questions, contact Judy Petersen at (828) 697-1967 or 
jpsewnsew@aol.com. 

The Younger Voice 

For the Young Families and Youth, 

We hope you are all doing well in these times when we have all been asked to love our neigh-
bor by sheltering in place. Please know that we are thinking of you and praying for you and 
your families during this time. Father Josh has invited children and youth to record collects 
for our Facebook and YouTube page. Contact him to sign up or get more information. We 
look forward to being back together as soon as possible! 

With love, 
Diana, Mary Anne, and Sharon 



Page 7 
The Voice Page 3 

May Flower Memorials 

May 3: 
 In loving memory of Jim and Fran MacDonald 
  By: Susan, James, and Inna 
 AND 
 In loving memory of Robert and Jeanne Littlefield 
  By: Their loving sons Robert, Richard, and Donald 

May 10: 
 In loving memory of our departed mothers 

May 17: 
 In loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Robinson, Mr. and Mrs. John Cart, Henry 

Robinson Cart, and Walter Montgomery Cart 
  By: Donna R. Cart 

May 24: 
 In loving memory of our departed loved ones on Memorial Day 

May 31: 
 In loving memory of all who have died of the COVID-19 virus 

 

1 Jim Olson 

1 Mary Pharr 

2 Peg Van Bergen 

2 Michael Redmond 

3 Sarah Deyerle 

5 Thomas Shepherd 

6 Kathy Limmiatis 

7 Jerry Tanner 

8 Danielle Pharr 

9 Josephine Saltz 

11 Ann Kanipe 

12 Charles Cannon 

12 Eduard Wiescholek 

13 Sally Books 
13 Dottie Dalzell 

13 Sandy Harris 

14 Lauren Kanipe 

15 Bonni Spry 

16 Margaret Pharr 

17 Elaine Hull 

18 Charles LeGault 

19 Lindsey Bettendorf 

19 Eliza Perry 

20 Joanie Covell 

21 Donna Cart 

22 Sandy Rex 

24 Gordon Smith 
24 David Delk 

25 Derrick Pace 

26 Jim Thaxton 

26 John Ogletree 

28 Lois Karcher 

30 Anne McCormick 

31 Beverly Creely 

31 Virginia Dekker 

 May Birthdays 

Parish Register 
 

Transfers In 
Rivers Stone 
John Hopper 
Sally Hopper 
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May Calendar 

As church services are suspended at least through May, it is not possible to provide a reliable 
calendar of events at this time. Please refer to our online calendar which we will keep updated as 
information becomes available. You can access the calendar by clicking on the link from the 
homepage of our website at www.stjohnflatrock.org.  

From the Rector’s Desk (Cont. from page 1) 

made our lives and the whole creation new. Please join me in thanking these our evangelists. I hope 
you enjoy these photos and I also hope you will help to tell this story of God’s great love for us in any 
way that you can. Happy Easter! Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

New Member Profile: Jim and Susan Gibbs 

Many people were struck by the large wooden cross that processed in to 
be laid at the altar during our live-streamed Good Friday service. Others 
prayerfully encountered this cross blocking the door at our carriage 
entrance on Good Friday and Holy Saturday. Where did this cross come 
from? Was it something we had used before? The best way to answer that 
question is to introduce a few of our newest parishioners named Jim and 
Susan Gibbs. 

Jim and Susan squeaked in to meet with me in those final days in mid-
March as we were shutting our office down. We sat down and had a  

wonderful conversation about their background and about life at St. John in the Wilderness. They 
were eager to share in the Body of Christ at St. John, and I was eager to welcome them, even as ser-
vices were being suspended.  

Jim and Susan moved from New Mexico about five years ago where they had a 400-acre cattle ranch 
located three hours north of Albuquerque, not too far from the Colorado border. They were interested 
in raising their own food and living in a remote and beautiful area, something Susan jokingly said that 
Jim enjoyed a lot more than she did. Jim was an engineer by trade and still enjoys working with his 
hands, and Susan was a financial consultant and advisor including as a vice president at Smith Bar-
ney. They loved life on their ranch but felt called to return to civilization and found a home locally in 
Champion Hills.  

Jim and Susan first came to St. John for the funerals of Tom Darnall and John Mellott about a year 
ago. They were Baptists for a long time and members of a large church in New Mexico. At St. John, 
they found a smaller community where they could get to know other parishioners. Susan is interested 
in our outreach ministry and our history. Jim is hoping to help with building maintenance, and he is 
signed up as a Chef of St. John.  

Now back to the beautiful wooden cross. A few weeks after our 
meeting, I was trying to think of a way for the powerful Good 
Friday liturgy to connect with people watching at home. I was 
trying to think of a good visual when I recalled how my Episcopal 
communities in the past have used a large cross during Stations 
of the Cross on Good Friday. I remembered that Jim was a handy 
guy, having been a rancher, and I thought he said he liked 
woodwork, though it turns out he is actually gifted with metal  

 (Cont. on page 5) 
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New Member Profile: Jim and Susan Gibbs 
(Cont. from page 4) 

work! I also misremembered that they did not have a lot going on when actually they’re in the 
middle of a huge remodel of their house and living in a rental right now! Good thing I forgot all 
of that because when I told Jim that we were looking for someone to make a large, heavy wooden 
cross for a large, heavy wooden cross for our online Good Friday service, he jumped at the 
chance. After much research and consulting with woodworking friends, he secured 3x6 Douglas 
fir planks and sisal rope and managed to put it all together, even using his ATV to tighten the 
rope around the center of the cross. The result of his careful work is a cross that is humbling to 
stand in front of and even more humbling to lift up. It calls to mind Calvary, which was exactly 
what I had hoped.  

I hope you’ll join me in welcoming Susan and Jim Gibbs to St. John in the Wilderness. Our lives 
are enriched by sharing in the Body of Christ with them! 

A Pictorial Journey through Holy Week 

Palm Sunday 
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Good Friday 

Maundy Thursday 

Easter 
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Dewitt Tipton, Organist & Director of Music Fr. Josh Stephens, Rector, & Dn. Sandy Rex 

Servants in the House of the Lord 

Joey Popp, Video Editor Eduard Wiescholek, Videographer 
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Sandra Jeffery, Altar Guild Co-Chair 

Flowers from the Third Sunday of Easter 
Bay Chamberlain, Flower Guild Chair 



  

The Rev. Josh Stephens 
Rector 

The Rev. Dn. Charles Rex 
Deacon 

Leslie Stott, Parish Office 
Administrator 

Tracie Lutz, Administrative 
Assistant for Finance  

Dewitt Tipton, Organist 
and Director of Music 

Kevin Hunt, Sexton 

Diana Byrd, Youth and 
Families Coordinator  

 
1905 Greenville Highway 

P.O. Box 185 

Flat Rock, NC 28731 

Phone: 828-693-9783 

officeadmin@stjohnflatrock.org 

 

The Episcopal Church of 

St. John in the 

Wilderness 

 

Vestry 

Carol Rector 
 Senior Warden 

Jerry Tanner 
Junior Warden 

Will Farrell 
Assistant Treasurer 

Margaret Barker 
Clerk 

Elizabeth Christenbury, 
Greg Newbold, Michael 

Shannon, Janet Johnson, 
Shelley Schiro, Cindi 

Easterling, Terry Enslen, 
Marie Hyder, Dick Zecher, 

Gibson Sims 
 

Vestry minutes are posted 
on our website at 

www.stjohnflatrock.org 

Deadline for The Voice is the 
15th of each month. Email items 

to your editor, Leslie Stott, at 
officeadmin@stjohnflatrock.org 

or deliver them to the  
church office. 
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Visit us on the Web at 

www.stjohnflatrock.org 

 

No Parish Breakfast in May 

In our efforts to contain the coronavirus, the May Parish Breakfast 
is cancelled.  

Our Beautiful Grounds During Eastertide 



  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday 
8:45 am Online Eucharist 
 
Monday through Thursday 
9:00 am Online Morning Prayer 

Our Mission Statement 
To know and love God as He is revealed to us 

in Jesus Christ, to bring others to His saving 

love, and to serve the world in His name. 

 


