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From the Rector’s Desk: Studies in Stewardship 

It all started when I received an odd email from 
a local Realtor trying to find money to help a 
woman who was heating her house with her 
oven this winter. I figured it was a scam, but it 
turned out that another local rector told her to 
get in touch with me. This real estate agent had 
been out to see a client who had a trailer on a 
few acres  of land. She wanted to sell an acre 
because money was tight. It was a bit cold in  

her home, and before too long it became apparent that the oven was her pri-
mary and only heat source. The Realtor got a quote for a new HVAC system 
and started to look for help paying for it. That’s where all of you came in. 

Our Outreach Committee met in February, and I told them this story and 
asked them to consider responding now to the economic crisis created by 
COVID. It’s hard for me to believe this, as I live a life of such comfort, but 
right now is the worst economic crisis since the Great Depression. Unem-
ployment has skyrocketed, and housing is a major issue for folks who live 
paycheck to paycheck.  

Our Outreach Committee had no qualms about giving $1,000 to help install 
an HVAC unit for our neighbor in need. And then we proceeded to allocate 
another $19,000 to organizations that are responding to this crisis locally 
and beyond. The largest allocation of that was to Pisgah Legal Services who 
provide legal help to those trying to find housing or get out of domestic vio-
lence relationships. They have been receiving 1,000 calls per week of late. 
You should have heard the voice of their Rural Victim Advocate, Sandy 
Devoid, when I told her that we wanted to give them $7,000 right away. She 
said, “The Episcopal Church is the best! We couldn’t do this without you.”  

Isn’t that the truth? You are the best. We couldn’t do any of this without you. 

Organizations you supported this month: 
Pisgah Legal Services  
St. Paul’s Edneyville Community Food Pantry  
Children & Family Resource Center 
Episcopal Relief & Development – Covid Relief Fund 
Safelight 
Interfaith Assistance Ministry  
A heating system for a neighbor in need 
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What’s Happening at St. John 

St. John in the Wilderness is once again helping support Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Western North Carolina and "Bowl for Kids' 
Sake."  Here is the link to support Fr. Josh and his bowling team: 
https://support.bbbswnc.org/team/342459 

This year, the bowling is all virtual with teams submitting fun and creative 
videos.  Join the fun while helping support youth who receive one-to-one 
mentoring from local volunteers.  As you may know, our own Joey Popp is 
North Carolina's Big Brother of the Year.  

The Younger Voice 

“What is Lent?” This was a question we recently discussed in one of our virtual times 
together. The answers were varied and fun. The one that seemed to capture the essence for 
us all was “It’s like spring cleaning, you think about things you would like to clean up and 
change.” What a great way to capture the meaning of this season – a time of repentance and 
turning away from the old to the new. We look forward to encouraging one another during 
this time of Lent to do just that as we continue to meet online.  

We also have kicked off our participation in Lenten Madness and we all are hoping to beat 
Father Josh in the final bracket. We look forward to cheering on the winner! 

Looking ahead to Easter, we are hosting an Easter Egg Hunt on Sunday, April 4, at 10 a.m. in 
the Rector’s Garden and in the courtyard in front of the Parish Hall Atrium. We hope to see 
you there! 

Mary Anne and Susan 

 

https://support.bbbswnc.org/team/342459
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2 Yates Pharr 
3 Liz Ball 

3 Sophie Guth 

4 Jim Vint 

4 Steven Byrd 

8 Caitlyn Iosue 

9 Annie Teel 

10 Phyllis Smith 

11 Marion Mitchell 

11 Nicole Iosue 

12 Young Perry 

13 ER Haire, Jr. 

14 Mark Delk 

15 Eleanor Liberto 

16 Harold Hodgkins 

16 Catherine Mills 

16 Laura Hanff 

16 Ellis Pace 

17 Candace Lewis 

17 Kathy Newbold 

17 Harper Swing 

18 Ginger Quarles 

18 Barbara Hodgkins 

18 Bob Staton 

19 Marge Smith 

19 Missy Schenck 
20 Steve Sullivan 

20 John Pace 

25 Jinny Bell 

25 Patricia Petillo 

25 Janet Johnson 

27 Nancy King 

27 Elaine Howe 

28 Jerry Theron 

28 Tom Robertson 

28 Scott Dillin 

30 Grayson Garber 

 March Birthdays 

Parish Register 
 

Death 
Al Beers 

March Flower Memorials  

March 14: 
In loving memory of George Carr, Sr. and Joe Carr 

By: Bay Chamberlain 

New Member 
Galen Reuther 

Holy Hike 

The March 16  “Holy Hike” will be led by Jim Olson. Rainbow Falls Trail is 
located in Jones Gap State Park which is just across the border in South 
Carolina. It is a 4.5 mile in-and-out hike that ascends from the Middle 
Saluda River toward the Blue Ridge Escarpment and offers great vistas of 
upper SC. The trail terminates at a view of Rainbow Falls that features 
alternating rock layers of granite gneiss and mica schist. Most of the hike is 
rated “moderate,” but it does contain a few steep climbs that are rated 
“moderately difficult." Use of walking sticks is highly recommended. 

Please plan to meet at 9:30 a.m. at the Day Hiking Parking Lot, which is 
located about a 30-minute drive from the church. We will participate in a  

liturgy and eat lunch on the trail, so please pack some snacks and a sandwich. Father Josh will 
provide a bulletin so there is no need to pack your Book of Common Prayer.  

For more information, contact Leslie at the Church Office at officeadmin@stjohnflatrock.org or 
(828) 693-9783. 



  
The Voice Page 4 

Pastoral Care Committee Shares Ashes, Booklets,  
and Connection this Lent 

The core members of our Pastoral Care Committee met in February to prepare to do something new 
on Ash Wednesday. Fr. Josh talked to the group about continuing to find ways to stay connected with 
parishioners who are not able to participate in our common life as they would like. With Ash 
Wednesday nearing, he shared an idea with the committee: they could reach out and offer to bring 
and impose ashes on those who would like to receive. After all, the Book of Common Prayer does not 
require a priest to do the Imposition of ashes; it just requires a priest to bless the ashes ahead of time. 

To prepare, these lay ministers met with Fr. Josh to talk about Ash Wednesday and why this day has 
so much meaning as a beginning to the season of Lent. We watched a video featuring Sara Miles who 
takes ashes to the streets in San Francisco and speaks passionately about the unshakeable truth we 
encounter with the words and anointing of, “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall 
return.” Our committee even practiced imposing ashes on each other ahead of time. 

On Ash Wednesday, we invited the lay ministers to share in worship with us in the church so they 
might be symbolically sent out on a mission from St. John. They received ashes on their foreheads 
during the liturgy, and afterwards they were given little containers for their visits. Achieving the visits 
as we normally would was challenging this year for obvious reasons. At a minimum, however, each 
person on our pastoral care list was contacted so they knew that we were thinking of them. Some 
people received the Imposition of Ashes on Ash Wednesday. Almost all were given a bulletin from the 
service as well as a copy of our Lenten Reflection booklet. Most importantly, the ministers shared a 
loving connection with each of them. 

I am so grateful to this team for their ministry in pastoral care. If you are interested in serving in 
pastoral care, we are compiling a list of people like you to help us stay in touch with homebound 
parishioners. Please reach out to Fr. Josh to get more information. 

Ministry Opportunities at St. John in the Wilderness:  
How is God calling you to serve? 

Ushering - Welcoming and Worshipping 
Our usher teams are rebuilding after a year in the COVID-land. Ushers are in a ministry of welcoming 
and keeping us organized in worship. Help us create a warm and welcoming environment each time 
we worship God together. 

Pastoral Care - So No One Is Forgotten 
We are compiling a list of parishioners who can team up with those who are homebound. These lay 
ministers will contact their counterpart monthly to touch base and then report back to the Pastoral 
Care Committee on how they are doing. Journey with someone who may be lonely and afraid. Share 
Christ’s love with them. We will provide training and support. 

Meal Ministry Coordinator - Nourishing Body and Soul 
One of the most tangible ways that the Body of Christ shares life together is by bringing meals to those 
who are going through a time when they can use some help. We also like to bring meals to new 
families to show them love and to invite them further into our community. Our Meal Ministry 
Coordinator communicates with parishioners who are willing to cook, and then coordinates a meal 
train when we find out someone can use some help. The most important ingredient is love. 

Altar Guild - Handle the Sacred 
Each Sunday service at St. John is a celebration of Word and Sacrament. Our Altar Guild enters 
quietly to prepare the heart of St. John for worship by setting up for our Eucharistic feast. After 
services, the altar guild swoops in to tidy up and help with the dishes. A servant’s heart is needed here, 
but also this ministry is for one who enjoys handling the sacred as we prepare for God to enter in. 



 
  

Page 7 
The Voice Page 5 

Remember the Days of Old 

The following excerpt was written by Missy Schenck and was featured in the February 4, 2021, 
edition of the Charleston Mercury newspaper. You may find more of Missy’s writing at 
charlestonmercury.com 

African-American History in Henderson County, Part Two 

What Happened to the Promised Land?  
The dissolution of the Kingdom of the Happy Land was gradual. Work was a driving force, and 
residents began to drift away to nearby Hendersonville, Flat Rock, Spartanburg and Greenville. In the 
end, there were not enough people up there with cash to pay the taxes on the land. By 1900, few, if 
any, remained. Today, the only signs that people of the kingdom lived on this property are an old 
chimney, piles of rocks and remains of an old cabin.  

Eventually, Henderson County confiscated the property for back taxes. Around 1910, Joseph Oscar 
Bell, one of the founders of Tuxedo and the Green River Mill, bought 325 acres, including the 
kingdom, on the courthouse steps. It was land his family enjoyed for more than a hundred years.  

Many legends exist about the Happy Land, including the general one that kingdom members brought 
wealth, silverware and gold with them to their new mountain home and hid it in chimneys and graves. 
Word spread of this legend, and fortune seekers destroyed the cabins. The Bell family later razed the 
derelict dwellings.  

In the late 1950s the city of Greenville forced the Bells to sell 75 acres on the South Carolina side for 
the new Greenville watershed. The remaining 230 acres stayed in their family until about four years 
ago when they were sold to Kingdom of the Happy Land Farms, LLC. Kingdom Farms’ goal is to 
establish a stronghold in the thriving hemp market. Owners Shelle Rogers and David Payne live on 
the property and have extensive experience in growing and cultivating hemp for their award-winning 
full spectrum hemp extract and CBD oil.  

The Society of Necessity 
It took an enormous amount of courage and creativity for African-Americans to find their way during 
Reconstruction. While the Kingdom of the Happy Land was realizing its commitment to community 
living in Green River, another form of community was taking place in Flat Rock after the War 
Between the States along Mine Gap Road, now known as East Flat Rock. These people were primarily 
from Charleston and were accustomed to summers in Flat Rock. Following emancipation, they 
decided to stay in the mountains and were joined by other freed slaves. Like the kingdom people, the 
needs of this group came first. It was the same Happy Land ideal, “All for one, one for all,” that 20-
year-old Henry Shields Simmons fostered with his 1885 creation of the Society of Necessity, a 
benevolent organization for freed blacks.  

A Brief History of the Black Presence in Henderson County explains, “Admission into the Society 
required that a person be of ‘good moral character,’ pay an initiation fee of $1.00 and 10 cents per 
month thereafter as long as they were a member. An oath was administered stating: I agree to support 
and obey the constitution and by-laws of the Society of Necessity of Flat Rock, North Carolina, to 
which I have been elected a member, so help me God.” 

"Remember the Days of Old" is a column about the history that has shaped St. John in the 
Wilderness. The title comes from Deuteronomy 32:7, “Remember the days of old, consider the years 
long past; ask your father, and he will inform you; your elders, and they will tell you." 
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Journey Through Lent at St. John in the Wilderness 

How is your journey through Lent going? We hope you will continue to avail yourself of our 
Lenten offerings.  

● Lenten Reflections Booklet - Take time each day to read a reflection written by a 
member of the St. John’s community. The booklet is available at 
stjohnflatrock.org/christian-ed, or contact the Church Office for a hard copy. 

● My Neighbor’s Voice - In a time when we are losing the ability to hear each other, 
some are gathering for sacred time dedicated to listening deeply to one another through 
this program developed by our own Mary Anne Inglis.  

● Lent Madness - It’s a blessed bracket of Saints! Learn about the Saints and vote for a 
winner each day to find out who will receive their (second) crown of glory. Sign-up at 
lentmadness.org!  

Go to stjohnflatrock.org/christian-ed for further information and for updates on other 
offerings. 

Holy Week 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Palm Sunday, March 28 
 8:45 a.m. Palm Sunday Service (starts outside Carriage Entrance) 
 10:00 a.m. Simple Eucharist in the Church 
 11:00 a.m. Palm Sunday Service (starts outside Carriage Entrance) 

Maundy Thursday, April 1 
 5:30  p.m.  Maundy Thursday Service with foot washing and Eucharist 
 7:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday Vigil with foot washing, Eucharist, and stripping of 

the altar.  
 8:30 p.m. The Gethsemane Watch begins. (Overnight vigil before the Sacrament. 

Sign-up will be provided.) 

Good Friday, April 2 
 11:00 a.m. Stations of the Cross (begins outside of Parish Hall in parking lot) 
 12:00 p.m. Good Friday Service 
 1:00-4:00 p.m. Veneration of the Cross in the Church 
 5:30 p.m. Good Friday Service 

Easter Sunday, April 4 
 7:30 a.m. Easter Service – Rite I 
 8:45 a.m. Easter Service – Rite II with full choir for streaming online 
 10:00 a.m. Easter Service – Rite II outside the Carriage Entrance (no RSVP needed) 
 11:00 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt in Rector’s Garden and Parish Hall Lawn (no RSVP 

needed 
 11:30 a.m. Easter Service – Rite II outside the Carriage Entrance (no RSVP needed) 

https://www.stjohnflatrock.org/christian-ed
https://www.lentmadness.org
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Visit us on the Web at 

www.stjohnflatrock.org 

 

“Friends of Music” Virtual Concert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday, February 29th, three musicians from the String 
Division of Furman University with Dewitt Tipton, Organist and 
Music Director at St. John, recorded a concert of chamber music for 
you, our parishioners, to enjoy on YouTube. Andrew Carlson, violin, 
Anna Barbrey Joiner, viola, and Christopher Hutton, cello, play 
music by Bach, Saint-Saëns, Massenet, Bloch, Villa-Lobos and 
Mozart, and a unique offering of fiddle tunes by the fire.  

Eduard Wiescholek and Joey Popp did a magnificent job in creating 
a perfectly professional product for your enjoyment. You may view it 
on our website at stjohnflatrock.org/upcoming-events. 

As always, you may make a contribution to our "Friends of Music 
Fund" by donating online at stjohnflatrock.org/donate-now. Please 
be sure to include a comment indicating your wish to have your 
donation credited to Friends of Music, or just mail a check made out 
to St. John in the Wilderness with FOM on the memo line to St. 
John in the Wilderness, PO Box 185, Flat Rock, NC 28731. 

Other concerts are on the way!! 

Dewitt Tipton, Organist 

and Music Director 

Andrew Carlson, Violin 

Anna Barbrey Joiner, Viola Christopher Hutton, Cello 

https://www.stjohnflatrock.org/upcoming-events


  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday 
8:45 am Rite Two Eucharist (live streamed) 
 
Monday through Thursday 
9:00 am Online Morning Prayer (live streamed) 
 
Wednesday 
4:30 pm Evening Prayer (maximum attendance of 10) 
 In the Wilderness Room. Bring your mask and 

Book of Common Prayer.  
 

Our Mission Statement 
To know and love God as He is revealed to us 

in Jesus Christ, to bring others to His saving 

love, and to serve the world in His name. 

 

February Holy Hike – Caesars Head Mountain 


