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Reflections on Transition 

By the time you read this, I will have 
started my ninth month as your interim 
rector. My guess is that I am about 
halfway through my season with you. 
The Discernment Committee is well 
underway with outstanding leadership. 
Of course, my role is to steer clear of 
that process and have input only when 
asked. But I thought it might be helpful 
to reflect a bit on the subjects of 
discernment, change, and transition. 

First, it is important to understand 
spiritual discernment. God has given us 
the wonderful gift of free will … the gift 
of thinking for ourselves. We Episco-
palians are not expected to check our 
brains at the door. In fact, we are 
known as “the thinking person’s 
church.” We are encouraged to think 
things through and reach conclusions 
…. with God’s help! But sometimes we 
want our way so badly we get confused 
and mistake our will for God’s will. The 
only way to truly discern God’s will is 
through prayer and being totally open 
to the leading of the Holy Spirit. This 
takes time and patience. That is why 
the discernment process for a new rec-
tor takes so long. It is by design. 

In the short span of two years, St. John 
has experienced the retirement of a 
long-term rector, a priest associate, a 
long-term deacon, and most recently 
the acceptance of a new call by the 
assistant rector. That is a lot of change 
to endure and process! Naturally, there 
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is a period of grieving following the 
departures of beloved clergy 
persons. Relationships, while not 
completely severed, must change. 
Lay leadership, while always 
important, becomes even more 
important during clergy vacancies. 
Wardens and vestry members play 
a vital role in leading the parish 
through a time of transition. I must 
say, your wardens and vestry are 
doing an exceptional job in this 
regard!  

Effective parish leadership is 
always a shared responsibility of 
clergy and laity. Parishes are in 
jeopardy when this shared respon-
sibility gets out of balance. The sta-
ble factor in this relationship is 
laity; the variable factor is clergy; 
and the guiding factor is always the 
Holy Spirit. An important part of 
clergy’s role is to train and 
empower lay leadership, and then 
stay out of the way! Parishes should 
never rise and fall on the personali-
ties of clergy. Sadly, we have all 
seen this happen in other churches. 
Fortunately, from my perspective, 
St. John is managing its change and 
transition in healthy and productive 
ways.  

Keep up the good work … and stay 
tuned to the leading of the Holy 
Spirit! 

Faithfully, Father Bill+ 
 



  
Page 2 The Voice 

What’s Happening at St. John 

Notes from the Junior Warden. In March the Garden Guild began a new year of 
maintaining our beautiful gardens at St. John on the third Tuesday of each month. We held 
our first work day on March 19th. We know that some of you can’t meet on a week day; 
therefore, we are working on creating a place on our website for those folks to see the tasks 
that need to be performed. They may then come by at their convenience to help out, whether 
after work or during the weekend. We will also try to identify those tasks that parents and 
their children can enjoy together. Regardless of what color your thumb may be, please come 
join us. Remember, this is another aspect of stewardship, giving of your time and talents. 
Together we can have fun and help maintain this beautiful corner of God’s garden. Contact: 
Jerry Tanner at tanner2@msn.com or (828) 231-9850. 

Tuesday Summer Enrichment Program Returns. The Tuesday Summer Enrichment 
Program (aka Tuesday Gathering) returns to the St. John in the Wilderness Room on 
Tuesday, April 23, at 5:30 p.m. The program for this summer, selected by former members 
who attended and some new participants as well, will be “The Wisdom of History” led by one 
of our past favorites, Professor J. Rufus Fears. The program will run for 24 weeks or more, to 
the end of Pentecost. Each session will focus on a different historical event, so you can choose 
only those you wish to attend. We start with a light potluck supper beginning at 5:30 p.m. 
The presentation begins at 6 p.m. followed by a discussion session to end about 7 p.m. No 
preparation is necessary, and the supper is strictly voluntary, but if you don’t want to bring a 
dish, don’t plan on eating. These may be your most enjoyable Tuesday evenings all summer. 
For more information, contact Mike Covell at (828) 242-6816 or mjcovell0409@gmail.com. 

Meal Ministry. The meal ministry is a loose cadre of enthusiastic home cooks. When parish 
members are recently home from the hospital, recovering from illness, or dealing with 
hardship, our clergy alerts the Meal Ministry chair, who then sends out an appeal to the 
ministry’s volunteers. The volunteer assigned from those who respond then prepares and 
delivers a meal. These meals are comfort food “culinary hugs,” not haute cuisine. Meal 
recipients appreciate the food and the loving preparation and delivery. Volunteers typically 
make and deliver meals three to four times per year. Meal Ministry volunteers receive 
written instructions and are fully briefed on the work they will do before they begin. Meal 
volunteers are confident in what to do and love their work. Contact Kathy Newbold at (828) 
693-5596 for more information. 

Readers in the Wilderness meets the first Friday of the month at 10 a.m. in the Library.  

April 5 – Code Girls by Liza Mundy 

A riveting account of the thousands of young coeds who flooded into Washington to help 
America win World War II. Liza Mundy has written a thrilling page-turner that illuminates 
the patriotism, rivalry, and sexism of the code-breakers' world. Code Girls reveals a hidden 
army of female cryptographers whose work played a crucial role in ending World War II. 

May 3 – The Last Castle by Denise Kierman 

The story of George and Edith Vanderbilt and the building of the Biltmore House. It includes 
George’s dedication to creating the project and Edith’s efforts to save the house when 
fortunes shifted and changing times threatened loss of the house. 

Do join us for lively discussions! 
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The Younger Voice 
 

One of the incredible things I have noticed during my time at St. John is the strong 
community built by our young families. You all look out for each other and care for each other 
in amazing ways. After announcing my change of call to Christ School, there was concern 
about who would be the organizing force for this group and our EYC. One thing that was 
absolutely clear to me is that there already is someone other than me who is offering this type 
of leadership. That is Diana Byrd. 

I am thrilled to announce that Diana has graciously agreed to join our church 
staff in a part-time capacity until a new Rector arrives. But this is so much 
more than a stopgap measure, because Diana, serving with our other leaders 
and teachers, is the perfect person to step into the role that she is already 
encompassing. Her gifts, passion, and care will be the right fit for this 
season, and the Vestry’s decision to hire Diana shows their emphasis of 
continuing to prioritize the needs of our younger members. Thank you, 
Diana!  

Also, Mary Anne Inglis, along with Sharon Johnston, will continue to lead our children’s 
Sunday School!  Mary Anne has agreed to further share her deep spirituality and teaching 
gifts by chairing our Christian Formation standing committee. Additionally, Father Bill is 
working to find an additional clergy person who will be a resource for all of our young 
families. More on this to come.  

I am so grateful for each of you; and I know this group will not just carry on but will thrive 
because of the care you have for each other and the church. You are the future of the church, 
but more importantly you all are the church now.  

Peace, 
Father John 
 

 

EYC Calendar  

We had a blast putting together our raised garden beds! Thanks to Greg Newbold and Robin 
Howe for their help! Just a quick reminder that we are planning to get our garden all set up 
on March 31 after church. More details to come, but be sure to save the date!  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Registration for our Diocesan camp, Camp Henry, is open for the summer. For more 
information or scholarship assistance, please let Father John know. 
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Vestry Highlights for March Meeting 

• An anonymous donor has offered to provide funding to enhance the Church Library. The 
Buildings and Grounds Committee will develop a proposal for what needs to be done. 

• The Bylaws, Canons and Insurance Committee had the first reading of a proposed 
addition to the St. John Bylaws regarding our policy on plaques and signs; first vote to 
approve was unanimous. There was a second reading and vote to approve an amended 
description of the Historic Churchyard Committee, a description of a new standing 
committee on Christian Formation, and an Appendix B describing Endowments. The vote 
to approve was unanimous; therefore, these descriptions are adopted, and will appear in 
the next edition of the Bylaws.  

• The Junior Warden reported that work is underway to repair and update a bathroom at 
the old Parsonage. Work is expected to be within budget. 

• Discernment Committee plans for the calling of a new rector are moving forward. Com-
pletion of online CAT Surveys by parishioners (underway now) is vital for the writing of 
an accurate parish profile.  

• The loan application with PNC to pay off debt on the Parish Hall construction/Parish 
House renovation project has been signed/finalized. Sincere thanks go to those who 
worked so hard on this transaction – Marie Hyder, Michael Shannon, Tracie Lutz, and 
Leslie Stott. 

• The Vestry recognized Brenda Hillyer for her faithful and ongoing work welcoming visi-
tors and guests who join us in worship at St. John. 

• On Sunday, April 14, from 3:30-5:00 p.m., St. John Young Families will host an ice cream 
social in the Parish Hall to honor and thank Father John Roberts. Refreshments for the 
event will be funded by proceeds from the sale of St. John 2019 photo calendars created 
by Sandy Jones. 

Summer Sunday Coffee Hour Resumes in May 

The much-enjoyed coffee hour after services from May through 
September will be returning next month. Coffee time is an informal 
opportunity for the fellowship we all enjoy – and it is also an important 
way we as a church and as individuals connect with visitors, new 
members, and our parish family. 

The Welcome Ministry at St. John needs folks who will help continue  
this important tradition, and hosting coffee time is easy. Almost all the items needed for the 
Coffee Hour are stored in cabinets at the church. Detailed instructions are provided. Won’t 
you please volunteer for just one Sunday this year? Your help is needed and valued. 

Contact Judy Petersen at (828) 697-1967 or jpsewnsew@aol.com for more information. 
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April Flower Memorials 

April 7: Lent  

April 14: 
 In loving memory of Alice and Wick Andrews, Lawrence and Betty Lee, and Larry Lee 
  By: Their family 

April 21:    
 In loving memory of Wick Andrews 
  By: His wife, Martha, and family 
 AND 
 In loving memory of David Allen 
  By: Susan Allen and Jim Clapes 
 AND 
 In loving memory of Vickey Livingston Shaw 
  By: Francis and Cal McKeekin 
 AND 
 In loving memory of Doris, Earl, Mark, and Pat 
  By Candace Lewis 

April 28: Open 
 

2 Kim Sanders 

3 James Wiley 

3 Ronald Stephens 

3 Jeff Adams 

4 Jeffrey Gunter 

4 Vicky Bochynek 

5 Chip Pryde 

6 Lynn Wiescholek 

6 Margaret Barker 

7 John Bell 

8 Alex King 

9 Beth Ward 

9 Allan Smith 

10 Phyllis Wolfe 

10 Mary Boys 

12 Danny White 

13 David Dethero 

13 Mia Schiro 

15 Jan Knapp 

16 Charlie Liberto 

17 Sara Gagan 

17 Mary Anne Inglis 

19 Martha Moreno 

21 Tommy Newell 

21 Chad Melton 

23 Charlotte Lockhart 

25 Sandy MacNeil 

25 Jennifer Shelton 

26 John Castline 

26 Caroline Wheless 

26 Alexandra Bochynek 

27 Halina Bochynek 
28 Marcelene Plati 

29 Marina Vellanti 

29 Hollis Green 

30 Arnold Smith 

30 Bill Gordon 

 April Birthdays 
 

Empty Bowls Is April 28 

For the third year, the Backpack Program is planning the Empty Bowls event to help fund our 
mission in providing weekend food for as many as160 students in six Henderson County 
schools. Thanks to the generosity of area potters and creative people in our parish, local food 
providers, the ECW, and Men's Chefs, we have raised awareness of the hunger needs right here 
in Henderson County, as well as raising half of our yearly budget. 

This year, to accommodate more people, we are having three seatings, 12:30, 5:00, and 6:00 
p.m. The cost is $25 per person; children eat free. Ticket holders may choose one handmade 
pottery bowl. Tickets are available in the Parish Office. I hope to see you there. 

Debby Staton, Coordinator 
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Discernment Committee Update 

The Discernment Committee is pleased to report that, with your help, we are making progress 
through this time of transition. The CAT Survey concluded on March 24; thanks to all who 
participated! On Wednesday, April 3, the Vestry and Discernment Committee will meet with a 
representative from the survey consulting firm who will assist us with interpreting the results. 
This data will help us to better understand what our parishioners believe to be the priority areas 
for the future of St. John in the Wilderness, and therefore provide us with a clearer picture of the 
gifts, skills, and credentials we will be seeking in our new rector. 

But the survey was just Step One in our parish-wide information-gathering process. We are 
actively preparing for Step Two: the Holy Conversations. These focus group meetings will take 
place in May and provide you with yet another opportunity to offer input into the Discernment 
process. More details, including the format, dates, and location of these meetings, will be 
forthcoming soon.  

Yet another ongoing project of the Committee is the Parish Profile. This document tells the story 
of our church – its history, strengths, challenges, leadership, parish activities, areas of ministry, 
financial position – as well as information on our connection to Flat Rock and the greater 
Western North Carolina community. The Profile also uses the input that you have provided to us 
through the CAT Survey and the Holy Conversations to describe our collective vision for the 
future of St. John. This is a critical piece of the process and will serve as the foundation for 
sharing our story with those who may seek the position of rector of our parish. 

Our goal is to have all of the needed documentation for the candidate application process ready 
for review by the Bishop and the Canon to the Ordinary by the end of June. After this period of 
review, the position announcement will be posted, and applications will be accepted through the 
Diocesan Office for six weeks. The Bishop’s staff will forward candidates’ credentials to the 
Discernment Committee, at which time the process of narrowing the applicant pool will begin 
and will include telephone and videoconference interviews. A select few candidates will be 
identified, and Discernment Committee members will make visits to the home church of these 
priests to observe services and conduct face-to-face interviews.  

The role of the Discernment Committee ultimately is to make recommendations to the Vestry for 
finalists for the position of rector. From those recommendations, the Vestry will identify their top 
applicants for an invitation to interview here at St. John and meet with the Bishop. It is the 
Vestry, under the guidance of the Bishop, that will make the official “Rector Call.” 

As always, your continued input, prayers, and support are very much appreciated. 

John Barker, Chair 

Friends of Music Concert Featuring our Furman Scholars 
On Sunday, May 5, at 3:30 p.m., the music program will present 
Quentin Prewitt, soprano, Robert Bayliss, baritone, and Jack Wagner, 
pianist, in a varied concert of classical music for voice and piano. The 
concert will be held in the Parish Hall. 

Quentin Prewitt is a junior Vocal Performance major and will be 
attending “Songfest,” a summer program for aspiring young 
professional singers in California. Robert Bayliss graduated last year  

from Furman and is heading to the University of South Carolina for an MD program in Physical 
Therapy. Jack Wagner is a senior Piano Performance major and will begin graduate studies in 
Collaborative Piano this August. 

Donations will be gratefully accepted, and the proceeds will go directly to our young artists. 
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Episcopal Church Women (ECW) 

On Sunday, April 28, the church will host the second annual Empty Bowls event, the proceeds 
of which go to the Backpack program.  ECW members are asked to provide desserts for the soup 
dinner, including pies, cakes, and cookies.  There will be three seatings this year, one at 12:30, 
one at 5:00, and the last at 6:00 p.m. It is a wonderful event, and your contributions and 
participation are greatly appreciated. 

On Wednesday, May 1, at 11:30 a.m., we will welcome the Kenmure Show Chorus, which will 
entertain us with songs from a variety of artists. We will follow the production with a potluck 
luncheon.  

 The ECW is invited to tour the Interfaith Assistance Ministry (IAM) facility, 310 Freeman St in 
Hendersonville, on Thursday, April 25, at 10:30 a.m. IAM is the largest provider of emergency 
services in Henderson County, giving relief to county residents who are experiencing financial 
crisis. IAM provides food, school supplies, heating/utilities assistance, rent/mortgage 
assistance, and crisis prescription assistance.  Through its Make A Difference program, ECW 
has been a regular contributor to IAM and supportive of its mission. Those who wish may 
continue after the tour to Tecate, a nearby Mexican restaurant where we will have lunch. Please 
RSVP to Penny Amerman at millbillam@gmail.com or (828) 243-8823 not later than 
Monday, April 22. Those desiring to carpool should tell Penny when they respond and plan 
to be at the church at 10 a.m. Everyone else should meet at the IAM main office. 

As you know, through our Make a Difference (MAD) project, the ECW provides monetary 
grants to family and community support agencies in the Hendersonville area. Below is one of 
the thank you notes received in 2018. 

Children and Family Resource Center: “Recently, thanks to your help, we were able to 
screen a four- year- old little boy for vision, hearing, and developmental delays. His pre-school 
teachers were worried that his behavior and inability to focus might be an issue once he started 
kindergarten. Through our PREP Screening Program, we were able to determine that Zachary 
was experiencing hearing loss. After a conference with his mother, we recommended that he see 
an audiologist to work with Zachary. Zachary's mother shared her story with us; she said, "I 
immediately burst into tears. I, too, have hearing loss, but it was not caught until I was in 
middle school. I was always accused of being stubborn and defiant when really I just couldn't 
hear." 

Thank you for your thoughtful donation of $1,000 to Children and Family Resource Center. 
Your donation will ensure that children like Zachary continue to receive screenings that can be 
a catalyst for real change in their lives.  Elisha Freeman, Executive Director CFRC” 

More recently, ECW donated $500 to Vocational Solutions to assist in its recovery from 
catastrophic, storm-induced damage to the main building.  The contribution was gratefully 
accepted. 

Kathy Newbold, ECW Coordinator 

Transfers In 
CC Blackburn 

Jane Irwin 
Clint Adams 
Judy Bevan 

 

Parish Register 
 

Death 
The Rev. Bruce Penn 

 

Transfers Out 
John Coker 
Leslie Coker 

Hannah Coker 
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Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

9:00 AA/Sober 
Sisters 

10:00 Empty 
Bowls Planning 

6:45 pm AA/ 

Newcomers 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

10:00 Voices for 
Youth 

3:30 pm 
Women’s Bible 
Study 

5:30 Lenten 
Series 

6:45 AA Men’s 
Group 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

10:30 Healing 
Service 

4:00 pm 
Stewardship 
Committee 

5:00 Discern-
ment Comm. 

7:00 Choir 
Rehearsal 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

9:00 Morning 
Prayer 

7:00 pm AA/ 
Spiritual 
Awakening 

7:30 AA/EB 

8:45 Backpack 

10:00 Readers 
in the 
Wilderness 

11:00 
Eucharist at 
Lake Pointe 
Landing 

12:00 pm 
Stations of the 
Cross 

7:00 Diocesan 
Youth Retreat 

Diocesan Youth 
Retreat 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Diocesan 
Youth Retreat 

8:45 

Eucharist 

9:00 Parish 
Breakfast 

11:00 Eucharist 

2:00 pm 
Seasons of Grief 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

9:00 AA/Sober 
Sisters 

12:00 pm Flat 
Rock Park Fdn. 
Board Retreat 

6:45 AA/ 

Newcomers 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

3:30 pm 
Women’s Bible 
Study 

5:30 Lenten 
Series 

6:45 AA Men’s 
Group 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

10:30 Healing 
Service 

3:00 pm Staff 
meeting 

5:00 Finance 
Committee 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

9:00 Morning 
Prayer 

5:00 pm 
Vestry 

7:00 AA/ 
Spiritual 
Awakening 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

8:45 Backpack 
Group 

12:00 pm 
Stations of the 
Cross 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

Palm Sunday 

8:45 

Eucharist 

10:00 Sunday 
School 

11:00 

Eucharist 

2:00 pm 
Seasons of Grief 

3:30 Ice Cream 
Social 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

9:00 AA/Sober 
Sisters 

6:45 pm AA/ 

Newcomers 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

8:30 Garden 
Guild 

3:30 pm 
Women’s Bible 
Study 

6:45 AA Men’s 
Group 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

10:30 Healing 
Service 

7:00 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

Maundy 
Thursday 

7:30 AA/EB 

7:00 pm 
Maundy 
Thursday 
Service 

7:30 AA/ 
Spiritual 
Awakening 

Good Friday 

Office Closed 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

10:00 
Caregivers 

12:00 pm 
Good Friday 
Service 

5:30 Good 
Friday Service 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

Easter 

8:45 

Eucharist 

11:00 

Eucharist 

Office Closed 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

9:00 AA/Sober 
Sisters 

6:45 pm AA/ 

Newcomers 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

3:30 pm 
Women’s Bible 
Study 

6:45 AA Men’s 
Group 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

10:30 Healing 
Service 

3:00 pm Staff 
meeting 

7:00 Choir 
Rehearsal 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

10:00 Needle 
Work Ministry 

7:00 pm AA/ 
Spiritual 
Awakening 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

8:45 Backpack 
Group 

5:30 pm 
Kingwood POA 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

8:00 
Rhododendron 
Society 

9:00 
Discernment 
Committee 

28 29 30     

8:45 

Eucharist 

10:00 Sunday 
School 

11:00 

Eucharist 

Empty Bowls 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

9:00 AA/Sober 
Sisters 

6:45 pm AA/ 

Newcomers 

 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

3:30 pm 
Women’s Bible 
Study 

6:45 AA Men’s 
Group 

    



  

The Rev. Bill McCleery 
Interim Rector 

The Rev. John Roberts, 
Assistant Rector 

Leslie Stott, Parish Office 
Administrator 

Tracie Lutz, Administrative 
Assistant for Finance  

Dewitt Tipton, Organist 
and Director of Music 

Kevin Hunt, Sexton 

 
1905 Greenville Highway 

P.O. Box 185 

Flat Rock, NC 28731 

Phone: 828-693-9783 

officeadmin@stjohnflatrock.org 

 

The Episcopal Church of 

St. John in the 

Wilderness 

 

Visit us on the Web at 

www.stjohnflatrock.org 

 

Vestry 

Carol Rector 
 Senior Warden 

Jerry Tanner 
Junior Warden 

Jodi Sundeen 
Treasurer 

Kathryn Deyerle 
Clerk 

Jodi Sundeen, Jim Olson, 
Margaret Barker, Debby 

Staton, Susan MacDonald, 
 Greg Newbold, Michael 

Shannon, Janet Johnson, 
Shelley Schiro, Cindi 

Easterling 

 

Deadline for the  
Voice is the 15th of each month. 

Email items for The Voice to 
your editor, Leslie Stott, at 

officeadmin@stjohnflatrock.org 
or deliver them to the  

church office. 
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April 7, 2019 | 9:00 to 10:30 a.m. 

Parish Hall between the services 

Eggs, potatoes, bacon, sausage, grits, gravy,  

biscuits, tomatoes, fruit, juice, and coffee 

Plus Pancakes 

All of this for $6/person or $12/family 

Parish Breakfast 

Lent/Easter Schedule 

Palm Sunday April 14 8:45 a.m. 
  11:00 a.m.  
Maundy Thursday April 18 7:00 p.m. 
Good Friday April 19 12:00 p.m. 
  5:30 p.m. 
Easter Sunday April 21 8:45 a.m. 
  11:00 a.m. 

Farewell for Father John 

Please come to the Parish Hall on Sunday, April 14, from 3:30 to 
5:00 p.m. for an ice cream social to wish Father John well in his 
new endeavor!  
 

 

 

Farewell for Father John 



  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sundays 
8:45 am Holy Eucharist 
10:00 am Sunday School for Adults and for Youth 
11:00 am Holy Eucharist  
  

Wednesdays 
10:30 am Healing Service with Holy Eucharist in the Wilderness Room 
 

Our Mission Statement 
To know and love God as He is revealed to us 

in Jesus Christ, to bring others to His saving 

love, and to serve the world in His name. 

 

Youth Building Raised Beds for Giving Garden  


