
Have You Been Called
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January 17, 2021

1 Samuel 3:1-20
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
John 1:43-51

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of our hearts be acceptable to you, our Lord and our
Saviour. 

Have you been called by God? What was that call like?

For this Sunday and next Sunday, the Lectionary focuses on the Epiphany theme of response to
God’s call. Such a call comes through Divine initiative, as Jesus told his disciples, “You did not
choose me but I chose you.”

In the Old Testament reading today, the story is about Samuel’s vocation or calling. “Vocation”
comes from the Latin voceo: to call. A vocation is not a project that I make for myself, but a call to
me, from someone else, to which I hear and respond. Vocation results from calling. 

The meaning of Samuel’s invocation is unlocked by pairing it with the story from John’s Gospel in
which Jesus calls Andrew and Peter to be his disciples. Samuel begins to be the person God intends
by being called and responding, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”

When we pray and when we acknowledge the presence of God, he calls us. Sometime that call can
be for a major change in our lives. Such a call can come in many different ways. 

Back about 20 years ago, I was turning onto  Lake Shore Drive in downtown Chicago. A homeless
man was there at the intersection asking for money. I pulled a dollar or two out of my pocket, rolled
down my window and gave it to him, without saying any thing or even looking at him. As soon as
I pushed on the accelerator to get on the highway, I felt really bad. That moment still stays with me.
I did not have the common decency to even look at him. The homeless man could have been me, if
things had turned out differently.  

A little time latter, a fellow parishioner came up to me after church on Sunday and said, “ Sandy, I
think you are called to be a deacon.” Of course this was not related to my experience at the Lake
Shore Drive intersection... Or was it?  I was not sure what to think about the suggestion from the
parishioner, so I went to the assistant priest and asked him what he thought. He said that perhaps I
might be called to the ministry of the diaconate. I still was not sure. Having spent many years on a
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diocesan Commission on Ministry, I knew that such a call would have to be confirmed by the church.
That would be good, because it would keep the door open to running the other way. 

The priest set up a deanery discernment committee to meet with me for up to a six months. During
the initial committee meetings we spent a lot of time discussing the fact that the committee needed
to be ready and able to say “No” to me if they did not feel that I was being called by the church and
God. I felt really comfortable with this.

After several meetings, the committee told me that they were ready to decide and that I was to go sit
in the church while they discussed whether or not they felt I was called. I must have been in the
church at least an hour. I was fully reconciled to being told that they did not believe I was being
called to the Diaconate. But instead, they came back and said that they believed that I was being
called by God to be a Deacon. From then on, and throughout the process, I knew that God was
calling me to be a Deacon. At that time, I said, “Here I am Lord”. 

Before and since that time, God has called me in many different ways. As it turned out my primary
ministry was with the homeless, which probably included the person that I refused to even look at. 

In today’s reading from John, Nathanael’s move from skepticism to faith illustrates the sense of
Divine presence that drew people to Jesus, and shows that confession of Jesus as Messiah lies at the
heart of discipleship and his call to us.  

Paul tells us in Corinthians that we are sanctified and justified by the Lord Jesus Christ. The good
news is that where ever we are, God is there, loving us, nurturing us, drawing us into the joy of
God’s life and love. To be called by God is to live in a manner worthy of that calling. 

It is in the world around us, in other people, and in God’s creation, that we experience God’s
presence  through the Holy Spirit. Even in these most turbulent times. For it is the same God who
calls us, and equips us for the journey. 

In fact it is God’s call that separates a person from his or her culture, or political beliefs. The call
gives the spiritual wherewithal to help with His ministry all around us. Fulfilling his call to us is our
Spirit filled answer to his command to Love the Lord Our God and Our Neighbors as ourselves. 

Yes sometimes, God calls us in a big way, but just as importantly, he calls us everyday and night.
We are to be his witnesses in the world, to be his hands and feet helping all of our neighbors. Those
neighbors include those we see each day, those we pass in the streets, and those that we know are
in need, that we have not even met. 

For God is always calling us. In Matthew 25, Jesus says, “Come you that are blessed by my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world, for I was hungry and you
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed
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me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and
you visited me.”

Yes, here at St John in the Wilderness, we have opportunities to be called, such as the Back Pack
ministry, alter guild, Lay Eucharist Visitors, the Community Food Shelter in Edneyville, just to name
a few. 

Our duty is to respond to God’s call to us, when ever and however it is given to us. And our answer
should always be, “Here I am, Lord,”

To go back to my first question: Have you been called by God? So what is your answer? 

Your answer should be “Yes we are all called by God.” Certainly, since before our Baptism, We
have been called specifically and individually. We each are called differently and in many different
ways. But we are called and we are called continually.  

In fact, shouldn’t our prayers always include, “HERE I AM, LORD!” I am here to service you
through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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• For the next two Sundays, the Lectionary focuses on the Epiphany theme of response to
God’s call. Such a call comes through Divine initiative, as Jesus told his disciples, “You did
not choose me but I chose you.”

• Nathanael’s move from skepticism to faith illustrates the sense of Divine precsence that drew
people to Jesus, and shows that confession of Jesus as Messiah lies at the heart of
discipleship. 

• To be called by God is to live in a manner worthy of that calling. 

• Paul tells his converts that they were sanctified and justified by the Lord Jesus Christ.

• The god news of this season is that were ever we are, God is there, loving us, nurturing us,
drawing use into the joy of God’s life and love.

• It is in the world around us, in other people, and in God’s creation that we experience God’s
presence through the Spirit.

• The same God who calls us also equips us for the journey. 

• This story is about vocation or calling. “Vocation” comes from the Latin voceo : to call. A
vocation is not a project I make for myself, but a call to me, from someone else, to which I
hear and respond. Vocation resutls from calling. The lectionar for Secon Sunday after
Epiphany, Year B, unlocks the meaning of Samuels’s invocation by pairing it with John
1:35-42, in which Jesus calls Andrew and Peter to be his disciples. Sameul begins to be the
person God intends by being called and responding, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”

• God’s call separates a person from his or her culture and this call gives the spiritual
wherewithal to found a genuine community, spreading from and embedded in the work or
taks that is named in the divine call. 
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