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Coronavirus Lent 
 

You can find the readings for today here.  
 
Well my friends, we find ourselves in difficult times and they are certainly not of 
our making or our choosing. Today is Sunday, March 15th and we are not holding 
services today after our Bishop, The Rt. Rev. Jose McLoughlin, wisely ordered 
parishes to suspend public worship through the month of March as a way of doing 
our part to prevent the spread of COVID-19. As the Book of Common Prayer says, 
“All Sundays of the year are feasts of our Lord Jesus Christ” and so it is hard for us 
to skip gathering as a church to proclaim Christ’s resurrection, the very thing that 
changed all the world including your life and mine (BCP 16). These times are 
forcing us to proclaim resurrection a bit differently, but that message does not 
change. Some of those changes are things we will hold onto when the Coronavirus 
is, hopefully, a distant memory, including being able to share the audio of sermons. 
I had a message prepared for our Sunday worship and I can think of no reason to 
hold it back. You will find the texts of my sermons on our website and now we are 
hoping to include the sermon audio for each Sunday. I hope you find this reflection 
helpful to you.  
 
I will begin with our Collect for the Third Sunday of Lent. Let us pray.  
 

Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help 
ourselves: Keep us both outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our souls, 
that we may be defended from all adversities which may happen to the body, 
and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

http://lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent3_RCL.html


I played through a lot of scenarios in my mind about how beginning as your rector 
at St. John in the Wilderness might go and none of them imagined we would be 
going through a massive public health emergency that has left everyone anxious 
and some people very sick. We cannot truly know, at this point, where this 
Coronavirus pandemic is headed but it looks like it may take some time for the 
spread of the virus to peak. The government’s response to the outbreak may be 
appropriate and well-measured or it may be found lacking -- most likely it will be a 
combination of both. Time will tell. I am today, as is typical, more focused on what 
it means to be the Church during these times. 
 
As I mentioned in my letter on Friday, one of the realities in being a part of a 
historic parish like ours is that this church has seen uncertain times before. Since 
the years of this parish’s founding, nearly 200 years ago, there have been disease 
outbreaks that are hard for us to imagine facing today and without the benefit of 
modern medicine. There have been wars we have fought against each other, wars 
on foreign lands, nuclear standoffs, presidential assassinations, and much more.  
 
I turn to these times in our history, not to make you more nervous, but to reassure 
you that this church has seen uncertain times before and that during each of these 
periods of great challenge, the people of St. John in the Wilderness have found 
ways to be faithful -- to trust in God and to care for each other. It seems now it is 
our turn to be the people of God in anxious times.  
 
I cannot help but think that our country -- which usually is only interested in the 
liturgical calendar to the extent that equates to retail profitability -- finds itself in an 
involuntary season of Lent. Mourning and fasting abound. Things are grinding to a 
halt. We are being forced to slow down. We are uniquely aware that something 
ain't quite right in our world. And, like every Lent, we are trying to be honest about 
it and to invite God into our anxiety and brokenness. Like every Lent, this 
Coronavirus Lent should be characterized by prayer, confession and forgiveness, 
and by caring for those who are vulnerable as best we can.  
 



Just like we often find grace in the seasons of the Church, I would imagine that 
over the years you have found it curious how our scripture readings from the 
lectionary have spoken to your life as if they were meant just for you and what you 
were going through. We hear a collect today which says we have no power in 
ourselves to help ourselves. Imagine admitting that? Our Old Testament reading 
tells us of a time when the people of God struggled to trust in God’s will for their 
lives. They just couldn’t see where God was taking them. We can relate.  
 
In our Romans reading, St. Paul writes about a Christian life that is grounded in 
hope. As a Church, we share in the glory of God thanks to Christ Jesus. And, Paul 
says, because of that glory and hope, we might even learn to boast in our 
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because 
God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been 
given to us. That is a hard message for many to hear today. It’s easier to talk about 
suffering when it’s farther away. 
 
And our Gospel reading speaks of thirst, of our useless efforts to quench it, and of 
the living water we crave -- a water that, if we drink from it, will never leave us 
thirsty again. We hear another long dialogue from John’s Gospel today -- this time 
chapter 4. This is the longest dialogue that we have record of between Jesus and an 
individual. The woman has a name, according to the tradition. It is Photini, which 
means “enlightened one.” And while this story has a lot to chew on, I am aware of 
one part of it which may be uniquely for us this morning.  
 
Beneath this dialogue between Photini and Jesus -- a conversation that seems silly 
yet fascinating -- we find the fact that the Christ is deeply and earnestly listening to 
her in a way that she at first cannot understand. Jesus is present to this stranger 
whom he meets at a well in a foreign land. He is completely present to her and he 
is listening to the yearnings of her soul. That kind of presence, that kind of 
listening, is enough to transform this woman’s life and to make her the first 
evangelist in all the Gospels. I hope you know that Christ Jesus is with you 
uniquely during these odd and trying times. Jesus hears you. Jesus is giving you his 



presence completely. He’s not interested in talking about your chores or the 
surface level distractions that we pretend matter. He is paying attention to the 
fears, to the yearnings, to the hopes that are a part of you. He is paying attention to 
the texture of your soul, whatever that may be this day. It feels good to know that 
we are not alone. 
 
That kind of presence which we find in Christ Jesus is what it means to be the 
Church, also. We try to be present for each other during these trying times, even if 
we cannot gather and fellowship as we would normally in the weeks ahead. This 
parish has seen uncertain times before and now it is our turn to be the Church in 
anxious times. Let’s trust in God and care for each other, knowing that though we 
have no power in ourselves to help ourselves, we have a God who is uniquely 
present to us in Jesus of Nazareth.  
 
Your clergy and staff will be in touch with you in the days ahead as we figure out a 
pattern for the next few weeks. Please reach out to us to share how you are finding 
God during our Coronavirus Lent 2020. We are praying for you and we are all in 
this together. We will close with a prayer. Let us pray: 
 

O gracious God, you hold the entire world in your hands: We thank you for 
being present to us during these uncertain times and for showing us in Christ 
Jesus how you care for the sick, the vulnerable, and the afraid. Bless us, we 
pray, with that peace that only you can give, be with the sick and those who 
care for them, and remind us in each moment of the grace we know in the 
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 


