
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A SERVICE OF CHRISTMAS LESSONS AND CAROLS 

The Episcopal Church of St. John in the Wilderness 
 Sunday, December 29, 2019 11 o’clock in the morning



A SERVICE OF CHRISTMAS LESSONS AND CAROLS 
THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF SAINT JOHN IN THE WILDERNESS 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2019 at 11 o’clock in the morning 
 

 
PRELUDE:  Once In Royal David’s City Quentin Thomas 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN:  No. 102  Once in royal David’s city Irby 
vs. 1, 2, 5 and 6 

  

THE BIDDING and LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Beloved in Christ, in this Christmastide, let it be our care and delight to hear again the 
message of the Angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 
which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger. 
 

Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first 
days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by this holy Child; and let 
us make this place glad with our carols of praise. 
 

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the 
earth; for the mission and unity of the Church for which he died, and especially in this 
country and within our town. 
 

And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his 
name the poor and the helpless, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and those who 
mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; and all those who know 
not the lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love. 
 

Lastly, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and all those who rejoice with 
us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can number, 
whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore 
are one. 
 

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words which 
Christ himself hath taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done; on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation; But deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON  Genesis 3:8-15 Mary Shelton 

God announces in the Garden of Eden that the seed of woman shall bruise the serpent’s head. 
  

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening 
breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among 
the trees of the garden.  But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are 
you?”  He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; 
and I hid myself.”  He said, “Who told you that you were naked?  Have you eaten from the tree 
of which I commanded you not to eat?”  The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be 



with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.”  Then the Lord God said to the woman, 
“What is this that you have done?”  The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.”  The 
Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals 
and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days 
of your life.  I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and 
hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.” 
 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 

HYMN:  No. 54  Savior of the nations, come! Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland 
 

SECOND LESSON  Genesis 22:15-18 Julianna Savage 
God promises to faithful Abraham that in his 
seed shall the nations of the earth be blessed. 

 

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, “By myself I 
have sworn, says the Lord:  Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your 
only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of 
heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore.  And your offspring shall possess the gate of 
their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for 
themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.” 
 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 

HYMN:  No. 72  Hark!  the glad sound!  the Savior comes Richmond 
 

THIRD LESSON  Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 Candace Lewis 
Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah. 

 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness on them light has shined.  For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be 
endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.  He will establish and uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord 
of hosts will do this. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 

HYMN:  No. 65  Prepare the way, O Zion Bereden väg för Herran 
 

FOURTH LESSON  Isaiah 11:1-4, 6-9   Susan MacDonald 
The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown. 

 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  The 
spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.  His delight shall be in 
the fear of the Lord.  The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the 
kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.  The cow 
and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like 



the ox.  The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put 
its hand on the adder’s den.  They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the 
earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 

HYMN:  No. 81  Lo, how a rose e’er blooming Es ist ein Ros 
 

FIFTH LESSON  St. Luke 2:1, 3-7 Marti Smith 
St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. 

 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of David.  He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 
engaged and who was expecting a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child.  And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 

HYMN:  No. 115  What child is this, who, laid to rest Greensleeves 
 

SIXTH LESSON  St. Luke 2:8-16 Dewitt Tipton 
The shepherds go to the manger. 

 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see --- I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:  to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you:  you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the Heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  When the angels had left them 
and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see 
this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 

HYMN:  No. 96  Angels we have heard on high Gloria 
 

SEVENTH LESSON  St. Matthew 2:1-11 Deacon Sandy Rex 
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus. 

 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem, asking, “ Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?  For 
we observed his star at it’s rising, and have come to pay him homage.”  When King Herod 
heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  



They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:  ‘And you, 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you 
shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ “  Then Herod secretly called for the 
wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared.  Then he sent 
them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found 
him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.”  When they had heard the 
king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, 
until it stopped over the place where the child was.  When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  On entering the house, they saw the child with 
Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage.  Then, opening their treasure 
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.   
 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 

HYMN:  No. 128  We three kings of Orient are Three Kings of Orient 
vs. 1 and 5 sung by all -- vs. 2 - 4 sung by men -- Refrain sung by all 

 

**The Congregation shall stand for the eighth lesson** 
 

EIGHTH LESSON  St. John 1:1-14 Fr. Bill McCleery 
St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being.  What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the 
light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him.  He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light.  The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  He 
was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him.  He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.  But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were 
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  And the Word 
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only 
son, full of grace and truth. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 

HYMN:  No. 83  O come, all ye faithful Adeste fideles 
  vs. 1 – 3, 6 
 

THE EXCHANGE OF PEACE 
 

THE OFFERTORY:  Nocturne on “O Come, All Ye Faithful” Charles Callahan 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Eucharistic Prayer B 
 

  



The people remain standing.  The Celebrant faces them and says 
 

 The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
 

 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

 

The Proper Preface 
 

 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 

People Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
 heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The people stand or kneel. 
 

Then the Celebrant continues 
 

 We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; 
in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word 
made flesh, Jesus, your Son. 

 

 For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.  In him, you have delivered 
us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.  In him, you have 
brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life. 

  

 On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat:  This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 

 

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:  This is my blood of the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 



 

 Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

People We remember his death, 
 We proclaim his resurrection, 
 We await his coming in glory. 
 

The Celebrant continues 
 

 And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of 
all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

  

 We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts 
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of 
the new Covenant.  Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be 
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring 
us to that heavenly country where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, blessed 
John and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

 

 By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 

ever.  Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

The Celebrant continues 
 

 Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
 



 The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
thanksgiving. 

 

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people. 
 

The Communion of the Faithful 
 

COMMUNION MUSIC:  Carols for Organ various composers 
 

The people kneel or are seated 
 

THE CLOSING COLLECT 
 

 Priest The Lord be with you. 
 People And also with you. 
 Priest Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, who has given us your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and as 
at this time to be born of a pure Virgin:  Grant that we being regenerate, and made your 
children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through the same 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the same Spirit, ever one God, world 
without end.  AMEN. 
 

The Blessing 
 

All stand 
 

May he who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with 
the sweetness of inward peace and goodwill; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always.  AMEN. 

 

HYMN:  No. 87  Hark!  the herald angels sing Mendelssohn 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Deacon Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE:  Fanfare on “Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing” Robert Hobby 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you requested offering envelopes for 2020, please pick them up on the back pew 
by the Tower Entrance. Thank you. 


