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 THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. JOHN IN THE WILDERNESS 
 

(Established 1836) 
Flat Rock, North Carolina 

MISSION STATEMENT 

To know and love God as He is revealed to us in Jesus Christ, to bring others to 
His saving love, and to serve the world in His name. 



 
 

Morning Prayer, Rite Two 
8:45 a.m. 

 

Prelude: Three Preludes on “Allein Gott in der Höh” Friedrich Zachau, Andreas Vetter 
 and Johann Walther 

Welcome and Announcements 

Entrance Hymn: Father, we praise thee, now the night is over Christe sanctorum 

 

 

 

 

Opening Sentences Book of Common Prayer (BCP), page 78 
I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the 
earth.    Isaiah 49:6b 

  



 

Confession of Sin BCP, page 79 

The Officiant says to the people 

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our heavenly 
Father, to set forth his praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on 
behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our salvation. And so that 
we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship him, let us kneel in silence, and 
with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by 
his infinite goodness and mercy. 

Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together, all kneeling 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Deacon alone stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in 
eternal life. Amen. 

The Invitatory and Psalter BCP, page 80 

All stand 

Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 



Venite 

Hymn: To God with gladness sing sung to the tune “Darwall’s 148th  

 

 

 

All are seated 

Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17 
1 Lord, you have searched me out and known me; * 
you know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar. 

2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places * 
and are acquainted with all my ways. 

3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * 
but you, O Lord, know it altogether. 

4 You press upon me behind and before * 
and lay your hand upon me. 

5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * 
it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 



12 For you yourself created my inmost parts; * 
you knit me together in my mother's womb. 

13 I will thank you because I am marvelously made; * 
your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 

14 My body was not hidden from you, * 
while I was being made in secret 
and woven in the depths of the earth. 

15 Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were written in 
your book; * 
they were fashioned day by day, when as yet there was none of them. 

16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! * 
how great is the sum of them! 

17 If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; * 
to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

THE LESSONS 

First Reading: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was 
rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was 
lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying 
down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, 
“Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you 
called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 
The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for 
you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not 
yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 
The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, 
“Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. 
Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, 
‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel 
said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

All stand 



 

Canticle 20:  Glory to God/All glory be to God on high  Allein Gott in der Höh 

 

 

 

 

All are seated 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for 
me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. “Food is meant for the stomach and the 
stomach for food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not 
for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and 
will also raise us by his power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? 
Should I therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? 
Never! Do you not know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with 
her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” But anyone united to the Lord becomes 
one spirit with him. Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the 
body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. Or do you not know that your body 
is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are not 
your own? For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body. 



The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 19:  The Song of the Redeemed/How wondrous and great thy works, God of 
praise Lyons 

 

 

 

 

All are seated 

  



The Gospel: John 1:43-51 
Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now Philip 
was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to 
him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, 
Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out 
of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming 
toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 
Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you 
under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of 
God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I 
saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” And he said to him, 
“Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and 
descending upon the Son of Man.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Dn. Sandy Rex 

All stand 

The Apostles’ Creed BCP, page 96 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  



THE PRAYERS 

The Lord’s Prayer BCP, page 97 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages A BCP, page 97 
V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.    And grant us your salvation. 

V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.    Let your people sing with joy. 

V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 

V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

V.    Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.    Your saving health among all nations. 

V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that 
your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of 
Christ's glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 



Prayers of the People 
God has called us out of darkness into the glorious light of the Son. Let us therefore pray 
for those who do not yet know the light and for all those in need of our prayers, saying: 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

For the church and its ministry to the world: for José, our bishop, Josh, our rector, Sandy, 
our deacon, for all lay and ordained ministers throughout your church, for missionaries 
and those who bring the gospel of Jesus Christ to the nations… 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

For the nations of the world and their leaders, for all those in influence, especially 
Donald, our president, Roy, our Governor, for congress, the courts, for state and local 
officials, and for an end to war and oppression… 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

For those who have not heard the good news of salvation, for those who have heard but 
have not believed, and for those who have forgotten their faith… 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

For the lonely and destitute, for the victims of injustice and discrimination, for the 
unloved and the forgotten… 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

For the sick in body, mind, and spirit, especially for those suffering from the Coronavirus 
and those who care for them, for the hungry and the homeless, for the dying and the 
bereaved, and for those who need our prayers, especially Vanessa, Joanne, Pete, Cecilia, 
Lori, Anita, Lana, Elaine, Sibyl, Tom, and Malcolm. Are there others? 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

For the fellowship of the saints: for the saints on earth whose work continues and for 
those who have died in Christ and are now at rest… 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

A Collect for Mission BCP, page 100 
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son 
to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people 
everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out 



your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Hymn after the Collect:  Jesus calls us; o’er the tumult Galilee 

 

 

 



General Thanksgiving BCP, page 101 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble 
thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have 
made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord 
Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us 
such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show 
forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to 
your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and 
glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom BCP, page 102 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when 
two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill 
now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world 
knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

Dismissal BCP, page 102 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Closing Sentence BCP, page 102 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen.    Romans 15:13 

Postlude: Postlude on “Lyon” 
 Charles Callahan 
  



 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

The Prayers of the People is that part of our liturgy which offers particular intercessions 
and thanksgivings to God.  Worshippers, wherever they are in the church, are 
encouraged to offer aloud or silently their own such prayers during the appropriate 
part of the Prayers of the People.  As we pray, please remember those who are ill or 
with other needs: Vanessa Wittman, Joanne Adams, Pete Petersen, Cecilia, Lori 
Griswold, Anita Reid, Lana, Sibyl Lange, Tom Joiner, and Malcolm McCormick. 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given in loving memory of Johann and Cicilia Wiescholek, Lyle 

and Arlene Ribley by Eduard and Lynn Wiescholek. 
 

 

  



  



  



THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. JOHN IN THE WILDERNESS 
PO Box 185, 1905 Greenville Highway, Flat Rock, NC 28731 828-693-9783 

Website:  www.stjohnflatrock.org  
Worship Services  8:45 & 11:00am 

Children’s Sunday School: 10:00am (during school year only)/Adult Sunday School: 10:00am 
Holy Eucharist & Healing Service – Wednesdays 10:30am in the Parish Hall  Office Hours- 8:30am-3:30pm M-F 

In case of pastoral emergencies:  
Father Josh Stephens 828-808-5044       Deacon Sandy Rex 847-507-7212 

 

The Rt. Rev. José McLoughlin, Bishop 

The Rev. Josh Stephens, Rector: rector@stjohnflatrock.org 
The Rev. Deacon Sandy Rex, Deacon: cwrexiii@rmimidwest.com 
Dewitt Tipton, Organist/Director of Music: dewitt.tipton@furman.edu  
Diana Byrd, Youth and Families Coordinator: byrddd@gmail.com 
Leslie Stott, Parish Office Administrator: officeadmin@stjohnflatrock.org 
Tracie Lutz, Administrative Assistant for Finance: aafinance@stjohnflatrock.org 
Kevin Hunt, Sexton: sexton@stjohnflatrock.org 

  
 
 
 
 

VESTRY MEMBERS 
Senior Warden: Jennifer Shelton 

Junior Warden: Jerry Tanner 
 

2021 
Jerry Tanner 

Cynthia Easterling 
Janet Johnson 
Shelley Schiro 

 
2022 

Terry Enslen 
Marie Hyder 
Gibson Sims 
Dick Zecher 

 
2023 

John Barker 
Elizabeth Christenbury 

Jennifer Shelton 
Lynn Wiescholek 

 
PARISH OFFICERS 

Margaret Barker, Clerk of the Vestry 
Tom Griswold, Treasurer 

     

STANDING COMMITTEES  
Buildings and Grounds Committee: Robin Howe 
By Laws, Canons & Insurance: Jim Olson 
Christian Formation: Mary Anne Inglis 
Communications & Publicity: Joey Popp 
Finance: Jodi Sundeen 
Historic Churchyard Committee: Ken Jones 
New Member Ministry: Brenda Hillyer, Judy Petersen 
Outreach: Carol Rector 
Personnel: Margaret Barker 
Stewardship: David Christenbury 

 
OTHER COMMITTEES AND MINISTRIES 

Acolytes: Lynn Savage 
Altar Guild: Sandra Jeffery, Marti Smith 
Chefs of St. John: Jim Vint 
Churchyard Trustees:  Pete Petersen 
Docents: Albert Gooch 
Endowment Trustees: Tom Griswold 
Episcopal Church Women (ECW): Kathy Newbold 
Eucharistic Visitors: Dick Zecher 
Flower Guild: Bay Chamberlain 
Flower Memorials: Gaston Motes 
Funeral Reception Ministry: Brenda Hillyer 
Garden Guild: Jerry & Jan Tanner 
Gatekeepers: Dick Zecher 
Greeters:  Betsy Tibbs 
Heritage, Archives & Gift Committee: John Barker 
Lay Readers: Susan MacDonald 
Meal Ministry: Kathy Newbold 
Needle Work Ministry: Judy Petersen 
Newsletter Editor: Leslie Stott 
Ushers: Clint Adams, Bettie Orr 
Wedding Coordinator: Elaine Howe 


