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The season of Epiphany is observed 
from four to nine weeks (depending 
on the date of Easter), from the Feast 
of the Epiphany (January 6) through 
the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday.  
This year, the period runs from Janu-
ary 7 through March 5, almost the full 
nine weeks.  

The gospel stories of this season 
describe various events that manifest 
the divinity of Jesus.  The visitation of 
the Christ Child by the Magi (Three 
Wise Men) is celebrated on the 
Epiphany.  The Baptism of our Lord is 
observed on the Sunday after Epiph-
any.  The gospels for the other Sun-
days of the Epiphany season describe 
the wedding at Cana (found only in 
the Gospel according to John), the 
calling of the disciples, and various 
miracles and teachings of Jesus.  The 
Last Sunday after the Epiphany  
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(March 3 this year) is always 
devoted to the Transfiguration.  
Jesus’ identity as the Son of God 
is dramatically revealed in the 
Transfiguration gospel as well as 
the gospel of the baptism of 
Christ. We are called upon to 
respond to Christ in faith through 
the showings of his divinity 
recorded in the gospels of the 
Epiphany season.   

In a secular sense, when we have 
an “epiphany moment,” it is an 
“aha!” experience when the light 
bulb goes on and we suddenly 
have a new understanding or a 
new realization of something in 
our lives.  May we all have a true 
“Epiphany moment” during this 
holy season as we come to a new 
understanding of what it means to 
be the Light of Christ in the world.   

I like that bumper sticker I saw 
recently – “Wise Men (Women) 
Still Follow Him!!” 

Faithfully,   
Fr. Bill+  
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What’s Happening at St. John 

Notes from the Junior Warden. This is my first time to address you as your new Junior 
Warden. I want to express my appreciation to our clergy and vestry for entrusting me with 
this responsibility. I know that I have been charged with filling some big shoes following Greg 
Newbold as Junior Warden. Greg’s efforts provided us a detailed listing of our capital assets 
and a schedule going out 10 years of projected maintenance and estimated costs for each 
year. Of course, it is a plan, and we all know unexpected things can and do occur. But we can 
now logically anticipate these needs and prepare future budgets to better meet these needs. 
Greg has also begun using more volunteers to accomplish some maintenance around the 
parish. As an example, the Garden Guild was organized to assist the Sexton, Kevin Hunt, in 
maintaining our grounds and gardens. So, I ask that when you next see Greg, please thank 
him for the outstanding job he has done. 

I will be working with Kevin and others to develop a list of small maintenance jobs that we 
can do ourselves, such as painting, minor repairs, etc. Soon I will be putting out a call for 
volunteers to help with various projects and to organize a group of folks who can on a regular 
schedule perform some of the minor maintenance tasks. This is an important aspect of 
stewardship since we are also called on to use our time and talents. Also, every dollar we can 
save in this way is a dollar we can use to meet other needs and projects of the parish. I look 
forward to the coming year and all that we, working together, can accomplish.  

Jerry Tanner 

Flower Guild. A GREAT BIG THANK YOU to our Flower Guild members who were active 
in 2018. You were all wonderful and complement each other’s talents. We have lost a few, so 
I’m inviting new members to this satisfying and creative ministry. Members work once a 
month in pairs, except for Christmas and Easter when all available hands are on deck. There 
are no flowers in Lent and only greens during Advent. I give an orientation session, and we 
try to pair inexperienced members with experienced ones. We need four new members, two 
to cover the few fifth Sundays we have and two to do regular duty. If you like to work with 
flowers, it isn’t hard to make the transition to creating pairs of arrangements. 

To volunteer or find out more about the duties please e-mail Bay Chamberlain at 
mbcgbkc@yahoo.com or call (202) 258 0431. Come express your joy in Christ with the 
Flower Guild! 

This ministry is funded by memorial donations from the congregation. If you would like to 
have a memorial Sunday designated, please contact Gaston Motes at (828) 243-9091 or 
gtmotes01@gmail.com. The current suggested amount is $85.00, although that is only a 
guideline. Many thanks to all who have given and those who continue to do so. 

Readers in the Wilderness meets the first Friday of the month at 10 a.m. in the Library.  

February 1 – The Last Ballad by Wiley Cash  

This new novel, set in the Appalachian foothills of North Carolina (Gastonia) in 1929, was 
inspired by actual events. The chronicle of an ordinary woman’s struggle for dignity and her 
rights in a textile mill, The Last Ballad is a moving tale of courage in the face of oppression 
and injustice. 

Do join us for lively discussions! 
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The Younger Voice 

Young Family Ministry and EYC 

Happy Epiphany Families of St. John in the Wilderness!  

I hope all of you are doing well and are not caught in winter blues! Glimmers of spring will soon 
be coming and with it the change of Liturgical Season at St. John in the Wilderness. The 
penitential season of Lent will begin with Ash Wednesday on March 6, and soon after we will be 
living into the new growth found in Easter and warmer days. I know life can often bring ups and 
downs, and many of you are walking through times of excitement or pain right now (or both at 
the same time!), but for me anyway, it is important to have a constant to hold to in my life. I 
know our Young Family Community is that constant for many of you, and our sacramental life 
together as a church community is yet another constant for us to hold to - no matter the season 
of life we find ourselves. Thank you all for your commitment and leadership in our parish!  

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

EYC Calendar  

Dear friends, I so look forward to another great year together. Please see the schedule below for 
our planned activities in the first quarter. You can register for the Big Brothers Big Sisters 
Bowling day - no need to contribute funds. Just come. On their website, click Register, then Join 
a Team, then find St. John Youth Group. As always, we will meet for Sunday School every 
Sunday morning except the first Sunday of the month when we have Breakfast.  
 

Sunday, February 3 12:30-5:00 pm Roller skating party with Diocese in Waynesville 

Saturday, March 2 11:00 am Bowling with Big Brothers Big Sisters of  
Henderson County  

Sunday, March 10 12:30-3:00 pm Lunch and building day for garden beds at church  

Sunday, March 31 12:30-3:00 pm Lunch and planting day for garden  
(weather depending)  

 
Thank you all for your involvement and support. As always, let me know how I can be a support 
in your lives. 
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Episcopal Church Women (ECW) 

The new year is upon us, and the leadership team for ECW is in place. 

Team Leaders 2019 

Kathy Newbold Coordinator  
Lynne Miller Co-Treasurer 
Mary Boys Co-Treasurer 
Elaine Harris Make A Difference  
Cindy Shannon Special Offerings 
Jerry Theron Sunshine 
Susan Nilsson Retreat 
Amanda Woodard Fund Raising 
Bettie Orr May Market Advisor 
Mary Stephens Head Start Party 
Penny Amerman Special Events 

Our two mutually supporting missions, service and fellowship, inform our decisions as we 
plan this year's calendar. You are all members of the ECW, by virtue of your worshiping at St. 
John. We encourage your assistance in identifying worthy and enjoyable projects and your 
participation in executing those projects.  

We will once again support the Empty Bowls event at the end of April, the proceeds of which 
go to support the church's Backpack program. Area restaurants supply the soup for the event, 
and ECW members provide the desserts. We will sponsor another Cakeless Bake Sale to raise 
funds for our Make A Difference project. We are also considering an off-site, overnight 
retreat. We will share details as they develop using email and The Voice. 

I look forward to another fun and productive year with ECW, and I encourage all of you to 
join our efforts. 

Kathy Newbold, ECW Coordinator 
 

Retirement Party for Deacon Joyce 

Deacon Joyce’s Retirement Party has been rescheduled for Sunday, 
February 10, at 4 p.m. Please join us for a celebration of her ministry 
with us on the occasion of her retirement. The Vestry will provide soft 
drinks, bread, and dessert. Please bring a favorite side dish or a main 
course to share. Let’s take this opportunity to show Deacon Joyce how 
much we love her and appreciate all she has brought to St. John in the 
Wilderness! 

IAM Souper Bowl of Caring 

Please bring in cans of soup and an extra dollar or two throughout the 
month of February for the Souper Bowl collection. Interfaith Assistance 
Ministry was recently authorized to offer assistance to federal workers 
impacted by the government shutdown. This is a wonderful oppor-
tunity to show generosity to members of our community in need.
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February Flower Memorials 

February 3:  
 In loving memory of our parents and spouses 
  By: Emilee Cantieri and Gerald Liedl 

February 10:  
 In loving memory of Roderick Bryan Smith 
  By: His wife, Martha 

February 17: Open  

February 24: Open 
 

1 Jean Swygard 

1 Allet Rodriguez 

1 Preston Dyar 

2 John Bell, Jr. 

2 Michael Byrd 

2 Bill McCleery 

2 Lane Melton 

3 Philip Brown 

3 Porter Stanley 

5 Bob Sundeen 

6 Richard Wright 

6 Jolie Singletary 

7 Raymond Wolfe 

7 Chuck King 

7 William Johnson 

8 Thomas Aschenbrener 

8 Ty Hornsby 

9 Charles Harrell 

9 Lynda Minturn 

9 Traci Tindal 

12 James Petillo 

14 Sibyl Lange 

14 Emilee Cantieri 

14 Anne Coker 

16 Bruce Woodard 

16 Alexander Hagerty 

16 Mary Wyatt 

16 Anneliese Guth 

17 Alex Viola 

17 Ed Roberts 

17 Sandy Jones 

17 Laura Shelton 

18 Steven Watson, Sr. 

19 Sarah Watson 

20 Bay Chamberlain 

20 John McElwee 

21 Sandy Gulbrandsen 

23 MacKenzie Savage 

24 Robi Hodge 

26 Kim Delk 

26 Adam Sherrill 

27 Rose Mary Stalter 

28 Karen Conley 

28 Kelly Kanipe 

 

 February Birthdays 
 

Vestry Highlights 

The meeting began with an end-of-the year treasurer’s report. Marie Hyder reported good news all 
around with the 2018 budget. Through much belt tightening by the various committees and the gen-
erosity of parishioners, we had a surplus of $31,000. Half of that will go into the Capital Reserve 
Fund with the remainder to be decided upon at a later date. Report was approved.  

Jim Olson, Bylaws and Canons Chair, presented some proposed changes to the Bylaws on behalf of 
the Historic Churchyard and endowment funds. Vestry will read and ask questions at the next 
meeting with two votes (per Bylaws) to be taken in February and March. Jim will also be working on 
adding Christian Formation as a standing committee. Information will be forthcoming. 

Father Bill presented nominations for 2019 chairs for the standing and ad hoc committees of the 
church. These were approved. He also nominated Jerry Tanner as Junior Warden, Carol Rector as 
Senior Warden, Jodi Sundeen as Treasurer/Finance Chair, and Kathryn Deyerle as Clerk. These also 
were approved.  

 Jodi asked for volunteers (on behalf of Deacon Joyce) to supply small meals to foster parenting 
instruction groups on February 28 and March 21. A number of vestry members volunteered.  

Meeting adjourned at 7 p.m. 
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Discernment Committee Update 

The Discernment Committee met with Canon Augusta Anderson from the Bishop’s Office on 
Saturday, January 12 for a nearly day-long meeting. During this meeting we were provided 
with the guidelines and steps outlined by the Diocese of Western North Carolina for what is 
officially known as the “Calling of a Rector.” Our first major step is a parish study, a critical 
component of which is the opportunity for all parishioners to have the opportunity to provide 
input on what they see as important credentials, experiences, skills, etc., for our next rector. 
This will include not only a survey of all parishioners, but also a series of “Holy 
Conversations,” which are smaller, focus group-type meetings where members can offer their 
thoughts, insights, and opinions. 

In designing the survey, the Discernment Committee will be working with Canon Augusta 
and a firm with the very appropriate name of “Holy Cow Consulting” that specializes in 
congregational surveys. They will not only be helping us to develop the survey but will also 
guide us as we use the results to build a collective profile of what we are seeking in our next 
rector. Your participation in this “gathering-of-information” stage is critical to the success of 
the discernment process. While we have a seven-person Discernment Committee, all 
parishioners are part of the discernment process, hence your participation in the survey and 
Holy Conversations will be critical.  

It is important to note that the “Calling of a Rector” is intentionally designed to be an 
extended process. As Canon Augusta has told us, we are “discerning,” not merely “hiring,” 
and the planful, thoughtful, reflective, and inclusive aspects of this process take time. The 
steps that the Diocesan Office have outlined for us are expected to take the better part of this 
year. Working with the consulting firm to design the survey will take place over the next 
several weeks with a potential launch in March or April. The Holy Conversations are 
tentatively scheduled to take place beginning in May when our summer parishioners start to 
return.  

More details and information will be forthcoming as we proceed through the discernment 
stages and we will keep you apprised through updates in The Voice, as well as occasional 
announcements during services. Your continued prayers for St. John in the Wilderness as we 
continue this important undertaking are encouraged and appreciated!  

More to come… 

John Barker, Chair 

Seasons of Grief  

Seasons of Grief is a Christian support 
group/workshop that helps a person walk through a 
time of mourning following the death of a loved one. 
There are seven sessions of one and a half hours each. 
It provides the opportunity to share with others who 

have experienced a time of grief. The group will begin meeting on dates to be determined. If 
you have experienced the death of a loved one, please consider joining us. Please call Deacon 
Joyce at (828) 388-1199 for details and to register for the group. 
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Bowl for Kids’ Sake 

Once again, St. John in the Wilderness is a major sponsor for Big Brothers Big 
Sisters' fundraiser, "Bowl for Kids' Sake," on Saturday, March 2, at Tarheel Lanes in 
Hendersonville. We have two teams to field, one for adults and the other for youth. 
If you'd like to join either team or start up your own, visit www.bbbswnc.org and 
head to the events tab to find Bowl for Kids' Sake Henderson County. This year's 
costumed theme is Mardi Gras, so join the fun, get dressed up, and come on out and 
bowl for charity. Each participant also gets a cool t-shirt.  

For more information, contact parishioner Joey Popp, chair of Big Brothers Big Sisters Advisory 
Council in Henderson County. You can reach Joey at bbbshenderson@gmail.com or at (828) 
707-3133. Donations are also being accepted. 

Books for Good 

Two milestones were recently reached by both the St. John Episcopal Church Women and 
Books for Good (BFG): 

• For the first time, the quarterly check from BFG to ECW was almost $425, which was 
the most the ECW has received in a quarterly check since the book box was placed in 
the foyer outside the Parish Office in August 2016.  Last year, the quarterly average was 
$275. 

• As of December 31, 2018, BFG has raised more than $101,000 for the 100-plus charities 
specified by donors.  The bookstore opened its doors in August 2014. 

Currently there is a temporary hold on donations, except for items that have been published 
within the past two years. BFG storage units are full, and those items must be processed before 
more can be accepted.  The bookstore is located at 50 Heritage Park Drive in Fletcher. 

Backpack News 

We are organizing our Third Annual Empty Bowls event to be held Sunday, April 28. Due to the 
wonderful support of the parish and surrounding community, we are planning three seatings. 
The first is 12:30 p.m., accommodating parishioners as they leave church. We will also have 5 
p.m. and 6 p.m. times available. There will be plenty of soup, desserts, and pottery bowls for 
everyone. Mark your calendars for this event. As always, thanks for your support. 

Debby Staton 

Lent/Easter Schedule 

Ash Wednesday  March 6 12:00 p.m. 
  5:30 p.m. 
Palm Sunday April 14 8:45 a.m. 
  11:00 a.m.  
Maundy Thursday April 18 7:00 p.m. 
Good Friday April 19 12:00 p.m. 
  5:30 p.m. 
Easter Sunday April 21 8:45 a.m. 
  11:00 a.m. 

   11:00 
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Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

     1 2 

     7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

8:45 Backpack 
Group 

10:00 Readers 
in the 
Wilderness 

11:00 
Eucharist at 
Lake Pointe 
Landing 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

8:45 

Eucharist 

9:00 Parish 
Breakfast 

11:00 Eucharist 

 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

9:00 AA/Sober 
Sisters 

6:45 pm AA/ 

Newcomers 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

10:00 Voices for 
Youth 

6:45 AA Men’s 
Group 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

10:30 Healing 
Service 

7:00 Choir 
Rehearsal 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

10:00 ECW 

5:30 pm 
Foster Parent 
Training 

7:00 AA/ 
Spiritual 
Awakening 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

8:45 Backpack 
Group 

 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

8:45 

Eucharist 

10:00 Sunday 
School 

11:00 

Eucharist 

4:00 pm 
Retirement 
Party for Dn. 
Joyce 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

9:00 AA/Sober 
Sisters 

4:30 pm 
Discernment 
Committee 

6:45 pm AA/ 

Newcomers 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

10:00 Ladies 
Aid Society 

6:45 pm AA 
Men’s Group 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

10:30 Healing 
Service 

7:00 Choir 
Rehearsal 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

8:45 Backpack 
Group 

7:00 pm AA/ 
Spiritual 
Awakening 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

10:00 
Caregivers 
Group 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

8:45 

Eucharist 

10:00 Sunday 
School 

11:00 

Eucharist 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

9:00 AA/Sober 
Sisters 

6:45 pm AA/ 

Newcomers 

 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

10:00 Empty 
Bowls Planning 

3:30 pm 
Women’s Bible 
Study 

6:45 AA Men’s 
Group 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

10:30 Healing 
Service 
4:00 pm 
Finance 
Committee 
5:00 Vestry 

7:00 Choir 
Rehearsal 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

5:30 pm 
Foster Parent 
Training 

7:00 AA/ 
Spiritual 
Awakening 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

8:45 Backpack 
Group 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

24 25 26 27 28   

8:45 

Eucharist 

10:00 Sunday 
School 

11:00 

Eucharist 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

9:00 AA/Sober 
Sisters 

6:45 pm AA/ 

Newcomers 

 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

3:30 pm 
Women’s Bible 
Study 

6:45 AA Men’s 
Group 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

10:30 Healing 
Service 

7:00 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

10:00 Needle 
Work Ministry 

5:30 pm 
Foster Parent 
Training 

7:00 pm AA/ 
Spiritual 
Awakening 

  

 



  

The Rev. Bill McCleery 
Interim Rector 

The Rev. John Roberts, 
Assistant Rector 

Leslie Stott, Parish Office 
Administrator 

Tracie Lutz, Administrative 
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Dewitt Tipton, Organist 
and Director of Music 

Kevin Hunt, Sexton 

 
1905 Greenville Highway 

P.O. Box 185 

Flat Rock, NC 28731 

Phone: 828-693-9783 

officeadmin@stjohnflatrock.org 
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St. John in the 

Wilderness 

 

Visit us on the Web at 

www.stjohnflatrock.org 

 

Vestry 

Carol Rector 
 Senior Warden 

Jerry Tanner 
Junior Warden 

Jodi Sundeen 
Treasurer 

Kathryn Deyerle 
Clerk 

Jodi Sundeen, Jim Olson, 
Margaret Barker, Debby 

Staton, Susan MacDonald, 
 Michael Shannon, Janet 
Johnson, Jerry Tanner, 

Shelley Schiro, Cindi 
Easterling 

 

Deadline for the  
Voice is the 15th of each month. 

Email items for The Voice to 
your editor, Leslie Stott, at 

officeadmin@stjohnflatrock.org 
or deliver them to the  

church office. 
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2019 Growth in Transition Mission & 
Ministry Campaign Update 

(As of 1/17/19) 
pledges received 

$445,685 

89% of goal of $500,000! 

If you have not yet turned in your pledge,  
please do so as soon as possible. 

 

Parish Register 
 

Deaths 
Pat Covey 

Tom Darnall 
 

 

 

 

 
 

February 3, 2019 | 9:00 to 10:30 a.m. 

Parish Hall between the services 

Eggs, potatoes, bacon, ham, grits, gravy,  

tomatoes, fruit, juice, and coffee 

Plus French Toast 

All of this for $6/person or $12/family 

Parish Breakfast 



  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sundays 
8:45 am Holy Eucharist 
10:00 am Sunday School for Adults and for Youth 
11:00 am Holy Eucharist  
  

Wednesdays 
10:30 am Healing Service with Holy Eucharist in the Wilderness Room 
 

Our Mission Statement 
To know and love God as He is revealed to us 

in Jesus Christ, to bring others to His saving 

love, and to serve the world in His name. 

 

Santa Father Bill and Elf Elaine 
at the ECW Head Start Party 


