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From Canon Augusta’s Epiphany Sermon  

Well over a year ago, I began meeting with 
your vestry and the newly formed 
Discernment Committee to begin the work 
of listening to the movement of the Holy 
Spirit revealing God’s mission for St. John in 
the Wilderness. I have witnessed the ways 
you faithfully work together to welcome the 
stranger and love all people in the name of 
Jesus. 

Through Holy Conversations and surveys, the threads of your 200-year-old 
story emerged to compose a parish profile. On big pieces of newsprint stuck 
to the wall, the Discernment Committee listed what they heard from all of 
you: the needs and goals of the parish and the hoped for qualities in the 
person who would walk alongside you and lead you all into your next 
chapter. 

It was exciting to imagine all of the things that this unknown priest might 
be: a dynamic preacher, a solid administrator, great with children and 
youth, able to connect with people of all generations, wise, kind, a skilled 
fundraiser, energetic, deeply prayerful, engaged in the community…the list 
went on and on. At one point I think I asked the Discernment Committee, 
“Who does this sound like?” Someone responded, “Sounds like Jesus.”  

As the months progressed, your Discernment Committee worked hard to 
pray and discern a priest who looked more like a real person rather than 
God incarnate. Ultimately your Vestry sought a rector who possessed the 
gifts that you uniquely need; a priest who will love and serve you faithfully 
in the years to come. And the priest you ended up calling, Father Josh, very 
much fit your profile.  

And now, here you are, just weeks away from his arrival, and I know that 
expectation and anticipation are both high. They should be. You’ve been in a 
long season of transition, and this event—the arrival of your new rector, 
your new shepherd—has been much awaited, longed for. 

 (Cont. on page 5) 

New Beginnings 
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Episcopal Church Women (ECW) 

The inaugural meeting of the ECW for 2020 was wide-ranging and informative, and we have a 
full roster of chairpersons save for the Retreat Chair. 

The first order of business was the 2020 Bazaar of St John in the Wilderness (nee May 
Market). The Coordinating Committee endorsed the Chairs’ search for a different title that 
expressed unambiguously what the event is all about, hence ‘bazaar’. According to the 
Reader’s Digest Dictionary, a bazaar is “a sale of miscellaneous articles, as for a charity.” I 
can’t think of a more appropriate name, as that definition captures our express purpose—to 
raise money for local charities. 

Co-chairs Cindy Shannon and Linda Giltner are busy collecting names of volunteers to chair 
different sections and to work in the collection effort. Just let them know in what way you 
wish to contribute. Check out their article on page 7. 

Bear in mind that the proceeds from the Bazaar benefit organizations which serve the 
Hendersonville community, specifically women, children and families. As I have often done, 
let me share the expressions of thanks of two of the 2019 recipients: 

Project Dignity of WNC: 

“We are so grateful for the generous donation from the Episcopal Church Women of St. John 
in the Wilderness. Your gift from the Make a Difference program will truly Make a Difference 
in the lives of the women we serve. Your generosity will help us to continue to carry out our 
mission to empower women by removing obstacles!” 

Vocational Solutions “Helping Those in Need Succeed” 

“Dear Church Women of St John in the Wilderness: I would like to thank you for your 
generous contribution of $1,000.00. Each time a donation comes into our office, I am 
reminded of John F. Kennedy’s words—“As we express our gratitude, we must never forget 
that the highest appreciation is not to utter words, but to live by them.” This is especially 
meaningful for the staff at Vocational Solutions. Your donation has a direct impact on our 
ability to fulfill our mission and the individual goals of each of our clients. Each day, 
approximately 60 clients arrive at our facility and participate in academic programs and 
vocational training. Your gift is changing lives—one person at a time.” 

The Bazaar enables us to be God’s hands and feet in this community. 

Another topic discussed at our meeting was a notional calendar of service and social activities 
for 2020. Two service projects were identified: participation in Project Dignity and the 
collection of manufacturers coupons for military personnel stationed overseas. Project 
Dignity of WNC provides feminine hygiene and related products to girls and women 
in Hendersonville and surrounding areas who are homeless, low-income, or victims of 
domestic abuse. Volunteers are needed to help pack products. Packing occurs on the second 
Monday of every month at 5:30 p.m. and the third Monday of every month at 1:00 p.m. If you 
are interested in packing on either day, please let me know! 

There is a collection site at St John in the Wilderness (in the Parish House, in the ladies’ rest 
room). Other sites are identified in the Project Dignity website dignitywnc@gmail.com. 

The other service effort involves the collection of manufacturers’ coupons for distribution to 
service personnel and their families stationed abroad. With the high cost of living at most  

 (Cont. on page 3) 
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What’s Happening at St. John 

Readers in the Wilderness meets the first Friday of the month at 10 a.m. in the Library.  

February 7 – Carolina Belle by Rose Senehi 

Local author Senehi’s book about apple production in Henderson County is well-researched 
and provides an interesting background for the story of two sisters who lost their parents in a 
tragedy which is gradually revealed throughout the story.  

March 6 – Winter of Our Discontent by John Steinbeck 

Steinbeck’s last book written in 1961. Story of a character who must decide what morality is 
and if we abuse it, the consequences. Steinbeck is troubled by the times, and he is called the 
Woody Guthrie of American literature. 

Do join us for lively discussions! For questions, contact Judy Petersen at (828) 697-1967 or 
jpsewnsew@aol.com. 

 

Bowl for Kids’ Sake 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Henderson County announces BOWL FOR 
KIDS’ SAKE to be held on Saturday, March 7, at Tarheel Lanes in 
Hendersonville. This is the largest annual special event in support of 
the Henderson County mentoring program.  

St. John in the Wilderness has sponsored this event for the last few 
years. Each bowler raises or donates a minimum of $50 ($35 for 
students) before bowling on March 7 and receives two free games, shoe 
rental, a commemorative t-shirt, and the chance to be a part of the 
excitement at the lanes that day. 

“Bowlers come out for a day of fun and camaraderie, so join us,” says Joey Popp, Advisory 
Council Chairperson and St. John parishioner. “Your participation helps raise funds to 
support our unique one-on-one mentoring program for nearly 100 youth in Henderson 
County.” 

 (Cont. on page 6) 

Episcopal Church Women (Cont. from page 3) 

overseas posts, the coupons offer a way to defray the cost of food, diapers, personal hygiene 
products, and other items at the commissaries. Linda Sizemore is spearheading this effort; 
look for more information in future editions of The Voice and ECW emails. 

Possible social events for ECW in 2020 were also proposed to include visits to the Arboretum 
for the Orchid and Rhododendron shows, revisits to Oriole Mills and the Flag Museum, and 
visits to the Flower Bridge at Lake Lure, the Veteran’s Museum in Brevard, Manna Food 
Bank, and Point Lookout Vineyard (possibly including spouses). 

The opportunities to serve, and to socialize are great. You are invited and encouraged to 
engage as you wish. If you have any recommendations, please let me know. 

Blessings and peace, 
Kathy Newbold, Coordinator 
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The Younger Voice 

The Youth and Young Families enjoyed special 
times together in the Advent and Christmas season, 
and they look forward to many good times together 
in 2020. With our Young Families, we are 
continuing to learn about how God keeps his 
promises through the lives of the Old Testament 
patriarchs. With our Youth, we are continuing to 
focus on prayer. With both groups, we plan to have 
outreach through visiting a local nursing home to 
play games and volunteering at a local food bank. 
We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

Empty Bowls 

For the fourth year, local pottery artists are firing their 
kilns to help hungry children in the greater Flat Rock 
area. On Sunday, March 29, EMPTY BOWLS, a 
community supper benefitting the Flat Rock Backpack 
Program, will take place inside the Parish Hall. There 
will be three reservation times: 12:30 p.m., 5:00 p.m. 
and 6:00 p.m. Tickets are $25 per person or $50 for a 
family of two adults and children under 12 years old.  

Each ticket includes one hand-crafted bowl (all donated 
by area potters) and a soup supper (a variety of soups, 
breads and desserts).  

Flat Rock Backpack Program: Each week during the school year, volunteers gather at Hubba 
Hubba Smokehouse on Friday mornings to pack between 150 and 180 grocery bags of food, 
nourishment for area nursery and elementary school children identified as those in need of 
weekend food. Food includes oatmeal, tinned meat, rice, pasta, beans, vegetables, and fruit. 
To do this, volunteers buy food and supplies (with supplemental food from Manna Food 
Bank), organize packing, pack, and then deliver bags to the schools where the administration 
slips the bags into backpacks for discreet delivery home (when there is a home). Annually, the 
group buys for and packs around 6,000 bags at an approximate cost of $22,000. Neighbors 
from throughout the community donate their time while Saint John in the Wilderness acts as 
the ‘home base,’ providing technical and administrative assistance (including 501c3 status). 
In order to meet our budget, we rely on corporate and individual donations and our local 
pottery artists, pivotal partners, who generously donate their time and talents for this annual 
fundraiser.  

Please join us for this fun community event. For more information, call (828) 693-9783. 
Tickets will be available after Monday, March 2, at SJIW Parish Office or from Backpack team 
members. Donations are gratefully accepted throughout the year. (Credit cards are accepted; 
checks should be made out to SJIW, noting Empty Bowls.) 
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From Canon Augusta’s Epiphany Sermon (Cont. from page 5) 

Now, it’s easy to regress back into that newsprint mindset—to project all of your biggest 
hopes onto Father Josh and also all of your fears of disappointment.  

So, let this be a friendly reminder: Josh is not Jesus. He is simply … himself, which is exactly 
who he ought to be. It is not Josh’s job to “save you.” It is his job to walk alongside you. To 
call you back into community. To pastor. To teach. To lead. To cajole and to champion. 

And, much like the holy family making room to welcome the three wise men, God is inviting 
you to make room to encounter some important new people in your life – Josh and his 
family. The task before you is to get to know him, to welcome him, personally and humbly, 
bravely being yourself – manifesting your stories - and allowing him to do the same.  

Back when priests all lived in little rectories on the grounds of their parishes, there was this 
great tradition called “Pounding the Pantry.” When a new priest arrived in town and opened 
the door to the place where they would be living—often sight-unseen—they would find that 
the congregation had already stocked the pantry with dry goods and staples, making it feel a 
bit like home already. Flour, rice, coffee, and sugar … all there, waiting for them.  

It’s a small thing, really, but a very special and kind of unique gift—a way of saying, “We’ve 
got you. We care about you.” And, most powerfully I think, it’s a way of saying, “We’ve been 
expecting you all along.”  

Josh and his wife, Rosanna, and their daughter, Arlo, won’t be living in a rectory, and I’m not 
recommending that you break into their house with bags of flour and cans of coffee. There 
are, though, other ways of interpreting the tradition of “Pounding the Pantry”—ways that you 
can meaningfully, authentically welcome your new rector.  

I’ll give you three ideas: 

First, and foremost, pray for him. Hopefully you’ve been doing this already, but if not, now is 
the time to start. Just as you are in a state of transition, so is Josh. Any one of you who has 
moved to a new place for a job knows how this feels—everything is different. A new home, 
new friends, new work, new dentist, new grocery store … new everything!  

Pray for Josh’s transition, for his family and friends. Pray in earnest for the exciting, 
sometimes hard, adventure of making a home in a new place. 

Indeed, for the Stephens, the journey from Williamsburg, Virginia, to Flat Rock, North 
Carolina, is much greater than 400 miles. Give them time to get settled. Don’t come at them 
all at once. Let this be as soft a landing as possible. You have years—years—of ministry 
together ahead of you. 

Second, show up for Josh. You have worked hard to call a new rector, to walk into a new 
beginning of church life with hopes and expectations for how you, as a community, will 
continue to grow in faith. When Josh starts doing his job, planning and leading events and 
activities that help meet those goals—go to them. Support him by making St. John in the 
Wilderness—and your own spiritual life—a high priority right now. Come to church regularly. 
In fact, this afternoon, when you get home, call those friends you haven’t seen here for a 
while and tell them about how excited you are for your new rector to arrive. Invite them to 
come to church for his first Sunday.  

 (Cont. on page 6) 
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From Canon Augusta’s Epiphany Sermon (Cont. from page 6) 

Attend getting-to-know-you events, Bible studies, and other Christian formation 
opportunities; be present at celebrations and service outings.  

You’ve been waiting a long time for Father Josh, but he’s also been waiting a long time for 
you, too. Remember that you are partners in this ministry, and his success is directly related 
to your level of involvement. 

And third … my friends, now is the time to practice the gift of patience. Relationships take 
time. I have no doubt Josh will make some mistakes at some point; he will probably do 
something that disappoints you. And many of you will make some mistakes and probably do 
something that disappoints Josh. With patience and love, go to each other and forgive one 
another.  We do this assured that we are not alone; God is indeed with us and knows what it 
means to be human. 

Prayer, attentively showing up, patience, and forgiveness all contribute to building the 
foundation of faithful, genuine relationships and trust. 

God has come among us in the person of Jesus and manifest love for all people everywhere. 

I can’t wait to see where God takes you in your new beginning. 

Amen. 

Canon Augusta Anderson 

Church Security 
As a result of several recent and tragic events, church security has become a major topic of 
conversation in all churches. Rest assured that St. John in the Wilderness is working to 
upgrade our own security, and to lead this effort a Security and Emergency Response 
Committee was put in place last summer. The committee has been charged by the Vestry with 
developing short- and long-term plans to address a variety of emergencies. The vestry has 
also allocated funds to support these plans. The committee, chaired by Bob Sundeen, has 
coordinated with first responders in the area and is developing a team of security and 
medical responders within our parish. The committee is also developing cost estimates and 
recommendations for technical and equipment upgrades.  

Key items for parishioners to remember are observation and communication. If you see 
something concerning, please say something. The first person to contact is the usher or 
greeter. More information will be coming in the next issue of The Voice. In the meantime, let 
us all continue to be the warm and welcoming congregation to visitors we are known to be.  

Bowl for Kids’ Sake (cont. from page 2) 

Registration or donations are available via the website www.bbbswnc.org. Teams consist of 
four to five members. Friends, family, co-workers, and neighbors can all come together and 
form a team.  

If you have questions, reach out to Joey Popp at bbbshenderson@gmail.com or (828) 707-
3133. 
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February Flower Memorials 

February 4: 
 Open 

February 11: 
 Open 

February 18:    
 In loving memory of their parents, Helen and John Talkington and Alfred and Cecilia 

Motes 
  By: Gaston and Nelson Motes 

February 25: 
 In loving memory of Roderick Bryan Smith 
  By: Marti Smith 
   

1 Jean Swygard 

1 Allet Rodriguez 

2 John Bell, Jr. 

2 Michael Byrd 

2 Lane Melton 

3 Philip Brown 

3 Porter Stanley 

5 Bob Sundeen 

6 Richard Wright 

7 Raymond Wolfe 

7 Chuck King 

7 William Johnson 

8 Thomas Aschenbrener 

8 Ty Hornsby 

9 Charles Harrell 

9 Lynda Minturn 

9 Traci Tindal 

12 James Petillo 

13 Jim Spry 

14 Sibyl Lange 

14 Emilee Cantieri 

16 Bruce Woodard 

16 Alexander Hagerty 

16 Mary Wyatt 

16 Matthew Dees 

16 Anneliese Guth 

17 Alex Viola 

17 Ed Roberts 

17 Sandy Jones 

18 Steven Watson 

19 Sarah Watson 

20 Bay Chamberlain 

21 Sandy Gulbrandsen 

23 MacKenzie Savage 

24 Robi Hodge 

26 Kim Delk 

26 Adam Sherrill 

27 Susan Rex 

27 RoseMary Stalter 

28 Karen Conley 

28 Kelly Kanipe 

 February Birthdays 

Parish Register 
 

Death 
Edwin Robertson 

May his soul and the souls of all the 
departed, by the mercy of God, rest in 

peace. May light perpetual shine 
upon him. 

 

Transfer Out 
Pat Roberts 

 

Transfer In 
Bill Farrell 
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Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 
      1 

  

 

    7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

8:45 Eucharist 

9:00 Parish 
Breakfast 

11:00 Eucharist 

 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

9:00 AA/Sober 
Sisters 

6:30 AA/ 

Newcomers 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

10:00 Voices for 
Youth 

3:30 pm 
Women’s Bible 
Study 

6:45 AA Men’s 
Group 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

10:30 Healing 
Service 
12:00 pm 
Men’s Bible 
Study 

7:00 Choir 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

10:00 ECW 

7:00 AA/ 
Spiritual 
Awakening 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

8:45 Backpack 

10:00 Readers 
in the 
Wilderness 

11:00 
Eucharist at 
Lake Pointe 
Landing 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

10:00 Bazaar 
Planning 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

8:45 Eucharist 

10:00 Sunday 
School 

11:00 Eucharist 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

9:00 AA/Sober 
Sisters 

6:30 pm AA/ 

Newcomers 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

3:30 pm 
Women’s Bible 
Study 

6:45 AA Men’s 
Group 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

10:30 Healing 
Service 
12:00 pm 
Men’s Bible 
Study 

7:00 Choir 
Rehearsal 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

4:00 pm 
Finance 
Committee 

5:00 Vestry 

7:00 AA/ 
Spiritual 
Awakening 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

8:45 Backpack 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

8:45 Eucharist 

10:00 Sunday 
School 

11:00 Eucharist 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

9:00 AA/Sober 
Sisters 

6:30 pm AA/ 

Newcomers 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

3:30 pm 
Women’s Bible 
Study 

6:45 AA Men’s 
Group 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

10:30 Healing 
Service 
12:00 pm 
Men’s Bible 
Study 
7:00 Choir 
Rehearsal 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

8:45 Backpack 

7:00 pm AA/ 
Spiritual 
Awakening 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

10:00 
Caregivers 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

8:45 Eucharist 

9:00 Parish 
Breakfast 

11:00 Eucharist 

 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

9:00 AA/Sober 
Sisters 

6:30 pm AA/ 

Newcomers 

 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

3:30 pm 
Women’s Bible 
Study 

6:45 AA Men’s 
Group 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

10:30 Healing 
Service 
12:00 pm 
Men’s Bible 
Study 

7:00 Choir 
Rehearsal 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

10:00 Needle 
Work 

7:00 AA/ 
Spiritual 
Awakening 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 

8:45 Backpack 

7:30 AA/Early 
Birds 



  

The Rev. Josh Stephens 
Rector 

The Rev. Dn. Charles Rex 
Deacon 

Leslie Stott, Parish Office 
Administrator 

Tracie Lutz, Administrative 
Assistant for Finance  

Dewitt Tipton, Organist 
and Director of Music 

Kevin Hunt, Sexton 

Diana Byrd, Youth and 
Families Coordinator  

 
1905 Greenville Highway 

P.O. Box 185 

Flat Rock, NC 28731 

Phone: 828-693-9783 

officeadmin@stjohnflatrock.org 

 

The Episcopal Church of 

St. John in the 

Wilderness 

 

Vestry 

Carol Rector 
 Senior Warden 

Jerry Tanner 
Junior Warden 

Jodi Sundeen 
Treasurer 

Kathryn Deyerle 
Clerk 

Elizabeth Christenbury, 
Greg Newbold, Michael 

Shannon, Janet Johnson, 
Shelley Schiro, Cindi 

Easterling, Terry Enslen, 
Marie Hyder, Dick Zecher, 

Gibson Sims 
 

Vestry minutes are posted 
on our website at 

www.stjohnflatrock.org 

Deadline for The Voice is the 
15th of each month. Email items 

to your editor, Leslie Stott, at 
officeadmin@stjohnflatrock.org 

or deliver them to the  
church office. 
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Visit us on the Web at 

www.stjohnflatrock.org 

 

Parish Breakfasts in February 

 

 

 

 

 

There will be TWO Parish Breakfasts in February. We will have the 
regular first-Sunday breakfast on February 2, and then a special 
breakfast on Sunday, February 23, to welcome our new Rector, 
Father Josh Stephens. 

Parish Hall between the services 
9:00 to 10:30 a.m. 

Eggs, bacon, potatoes, grits, gravy,  

biscuits, tomatoes, fruit, juice, and coffee 

On February 2: Plus waffles and ham 

On February 23: Plus French toast and sausage 

All this for $6/person or $12/family! 

The Bazaar of St. John in the Wilderness 

We need volunteers – men, women, and youth – to help with the 
Episcopal Church Women-sponsored Bazaar on Saturday, May 2. 
Several volunteers have stepped forward, but we need many more. 
The name May Market has been changed to The Bazaar of St. John 
in the Wilderness, as May Market was unclear to some shoppers.  

If you are interested in helping, we will have a one-hour meeting of 
all volunteers on Saturday, February 8, at 10 a.m. in the Parish Hall. 
Light refreshments will be served.   

In 2018 we raised around $8,000 which we distributed over two 
years to local charities representing the needy women, children and 
families in our area. We would love to surpass that amount this year 
with your help asking friends and neighbors to donate and your 
volunteering with the Bazaar if you can.  

Our shed donation times will begin in March on Fridays from 10 a.m. 
to noon, but we can schedule special times if your friends need to 
drop off earlier. 

Please email Cynthia Shannon at cyncato@gmail.com or Linda 
Giltner at mynanna7@gmail.com with questions. Thank you. 



  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sundays 
8:45 am Holy Eucharist 
10:00 am Adult Forum 
 Sunday School for Children & Youth (during the school year) 
11:00 am Holy Eucharist  
  

Wednesdays 
10:30 am Healing Service with Holy Eucharist in the Wilderness Room 
 

Our Mission Statement 
To know and love God as He is revealed to us 

in Jesus Christ, to bring others to His saving 

love, and to serve the world in His name. 

 


